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Innovations in Interprofessional �
Oral Health 

	  

• Technology

•  Instruction

• Practice
•  Service



Purpose

Ø Describe the experiences of  allied health students 
collaborating with dental students and faculty in a 
community outreach program to better understand 
the oral-systemic health needs of  a local American 

Indian population. 



Background
Ø The U.S. Surgeon General referred to the mouth as a mirror 

reflecting health and disease occurring in the body [1].

Ø The consequences of  oral diseases are significant and adversely 
impact general health and well-being across the life cycle [1]. 

Ø  Significant oral health inequities persist for vulnerable and 
underserved populations, particularly American Indians (AI) [2]. 

Ø AI face barriers to achieving optimal oral health based on a 
complex array of  geographic, economic, and cultural issues which 
are distinct to their population [3]. 

	  



Background
Ø Culture is a significant determinant of  health [4].

Ø  Leverage culture to address health inequalities [4].

Ø  Every program should be tailored to the local community 
because every community is different [4].

Ø Understanding the barriers is the first step to addressing oral 
health inequities and the important connection between oral 
health and overall health [4]. 



	  



Interprofessional Collaboration



Community Engagement



Student Perspectives
“There was so much that we learned from the stories of  the community 
members and through our own interesting discussions.” 
-Pharmacy Student


“The spectrum of  community members and cultural novelties we were 
exposed to were incredible.”
-Behavioral Health Student
 

“In order to help people, we need to get to know them. This trip was less 
focused on education and promoting our agenda, and instead focused on 
increasing positive interactions with the tribe.”
- Nursing Student



Conclusion
Ø  Bringing together students and faculty across health professions to 

engage in community outreach is an effective interprofessional 
education strategy to promote cultural humility in improving oral-
systemic health for vulnerable and underserved individuals, 
communities, and populations. 
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