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LUPITA COLON ‘12 

Lupita is the Assistant Director of Judicial Clerkship and Public Interest advising. She joined the Co-op Office in 
2021. Prior to this role, Lupita was a solo practitioner mainly practicing juvenile criminal defense and some 
immigration law for approximately seven years. Her juvenile defense practice consisted of zealously advocating 
on behalf of indigent youth in Dorchester, Chelsea and Boston Juvenile Courts as a bar advocate for Suffolk 
Lawyers for Justice. Her immigration law practice mainly consisted of family-based petitions, applications for 
citizenship and waivers of inadmissibility. Lupita began her legal career as a Law Clerk for the Massachusetts 
Juvenile Courts, during which time she clerked for 13 judges across Massachusetts. In addition to practicing law, 
she was a moot court advisor to LALSA students for several years. 

Lupita had the following co-ops as a student at NUSL: Citizens for Juvenile Justice; Greater Boston Legal Services, 
Immigration Unit; Committee for Public Counsel Services, Roxbury Defenders Unit; and the Lowell Juvenile 
Court. She also represented clients as a student attorney in the Poverty Law and Prisoner’s Rights Clinics. 

 
RENAY FRANKEL ‘06 

Renay is the Director for Public Interest and Government. She joined the Co-op Office in 2017 after providing 
career advising to law students as the Assistant Director of Harvard Law School’s Office of Public Interest 
Advising. Prior to working in career services, Renay practiced for 8 years in the public sector. She started her 
legal career as a public defender in Roxbury, MA with the Committee for Public Counsel Services (“CPCS”). She 
also worked as a housing attorney at Greater Boston Legal Services. In 2009, she was the recipient of a Soros 
Justice Advocacy Fellowship, which led to the creation of a unique position at the Committee for Public Counsel 
Services to expand the public defender agency’s holistic defense practice and address clients’ civil legal issues. In 
this role, she provided training and advice to court-appointed criminal defense attorneys in Massachusetts 
regarding the civil consequences of criminal cases. She also facilitated collaboration between the public 
defender agency, civil legal services providers and community partners in order to support public defender 
clients.  

Renay is a 2006 graduate of Northeastern University School of Law and received her B.A from Skidmore College. 
At NUSL, Renay’s co-ops included: New York Civil Liberties Union, San Francisco Public Defender, LevyRatner, 
P.C. (a union-side labor law firm), and the Youth Advocacy Division of CPCS. She was also a student attorney and 
teaching assistant in the Northeastern Law School Prisoners’ Rights Clinic. Prior to attending law school, Renay 
worked at a labor and employment law firm and a labor union in New York City.  

 



CLAIRE LEE 

Claire is the Assistant Director of LLM and International Student Advising. In this role, she advises LLM and 
international JD students as well as JD students interested in business immigration, international co-ops and 
judicial clerkships.  

Claire has dedicated her legal career to business immigration and employment law issues, representing 
individual, educational, and business clients.  Prior to joining NUSL in 2019, she worked as a managing attorney 
at a business immigration firm in the greater Boston area, advising individual and corporate clients on the full 
spectrum of temporary work visas and employment-based permanent residency process. Specifically, she 
advised and represented international students, foreign athletes, artists and highly skilled professionals 
(physicians, lawyers, engineers) through the employment-based visa and immigration process as well as U.S. 
employers seeking to hire and sponsor foreign national employees.  

In addition to her business immigration work, Claire’s experience also includes prior practice in the areas of civil 
litigation, where she worked as an associate attorney at a firm in Seattle. There, she represented plaintiffs in the 
areas of civil rights and employment law before state and federal courts and administrative agencies.  Claire 
received her B.A. in political science from the University of Washington and her J.D. from the University of Akron 
School of Law. She is a member of the New England chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) and the Asian American Lawyers Association of Massachusetts. She is fluent in spoken and written 
Korean. 
 

CYNTHIA TOW MCPHERSON ‘05 

Cynthia is the Interim Assistant Dean and the Director of the Private Sector in the Center for Co-op and Career 
Development at Northeastern University School of Law. She leads the Private Sector team in advising students 
and engaging with a range of private sector employers.  A native of Brookline, MA, she graduated cum laude 
from Boston College with a B.S. in Marketing, and is a 2005 graduate of Northeastern University School of 
Law.  During law school, Cynthia benefited from participating in NUSL’s Co-operative Legal Education Program, 
completing co-ops in Middlesex Juvenile Court and three law firms.  Cynthia also was a member of the Asian 
Pacific American Law Student Association.  After graduating from NUSL, Cynthia worked at a small general 
practice law firm, before deciding that higher education was her true calling.  Cynthia returned briefly to NUSL 
before joining the BU Law Career Development Office as the Recruitment and Marketing Manager.  At BU Law, 
Cynthia advised students on recruitment, engaged in extensive employer outreach, and managed the on-
campus interviewing process. 
 
In her role at NUSL, Cynthia advises students interested in working at law firms and companies for co-op and 
post-graduate opportunities, including in depth advising around Summer Associate recruitment.  Cynthia also 
advises the Asian Pacific American Law Student Association and serves on various committees. 
 
Cynthia’s background includes a history in competitive tennis.  As a scholarship athlete at Boston College, she 
competed at the #1 singles and #1 doubles positions for the Eagles for four years and served for nearly five years 
post-graduation as the Assistant Coach for the Boston College Women’s Tennis Team. 


