
 

 

April 15, 2020 

Ralph D. Gants, Chief Justice 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
John Adams Courthouse 
One Pemberton Square, Suite 2500 
Boston, MA 02108 

Re: Proposed Temporary and Limited Practice Authority for Law School Graduates 

Dear Chief Justice Gants: 

We write today as the deans of all nine law schools in the Commonwealth to 
ask the Supreme Judicial Court to consider granting an emergency, temporary and 
limited practice authority to recent law school graduates. Doing so would help to 
address the impact of the postponement of the Uniform Bar Examination, enable 
graduates to begin their careers in these extraordinarily challenging times, and 
provide many of the well-established public protections that Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court Rule 3:03 has long afforded. 

We believe that these goals could be achieved with a rule or Court order that 
has the following features: 

(1) A 2019 or 2020 graduate of an accredited law school, or a law school authorized 
by statute of the Commonwealth to grant the degree of bachelor of laws or juris 
doctor, who has not previously sat for a bar exam would be permitted to practice 
law in the Commonwealth until January 2022, provided that: 

 
a. The graduate does so under the general supervision of a member of the bar 

of the Commonwealth (“supervising lawyer”); 
 

b. The supervising lawyer agrees to supervise the graduate’s work in a 
manner consistent with Rule 5.1 of the Massachusetts Rules of Professional 
Conduct and assumes responsibility for the graduate’s legal work in the 
event that the graduate is not otherwise admitted to the bar by January 
2022; 
 

c. The supervising lawyer is identified as such in all documents submitted by 
the graduate to a court, government agency or authority, or alternative 
dispute resolution tribunal;  

 
d. The graduate discloses the graduate’s temporary and limited practice 

authority in writing to clients and to any court, government agency or 
authority, or alternative dispute resolution tribunal where the graduate 
appears; 
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e. The graduate has achieved a score of at least 85 on the Multistate 

Professional Responsibility Exam; 
 

f. The graduate complies with all Massachusetts Rules of Professional 
Conduct; 
 

g. The graduate applies for permission to practice in a manner similar to the 
application process for Rule 3:03 certification. Such an application would 
include an affirmation by the supervising lawyer agreeing to supervise the 
graduate according to the standards described above and an affirmation by 
the graduate’s law school dean attesting to the graduate’s character, legal 
ability, and training. 

This proposal is consistent with a recent resolution passed by the American Bar 
Association Board of Governors,1 as well as temporary rules and orders adopted in 
several jurisdictions, including Arizona, New Jersey, Tennessee, and Utah.2  

We greatly appreciate the Court’s related efforts to address the impact of the bar 
exam’s postponement on our graduates, such as through the possible implementation 
of an online exam in October that tests principles of Massachusetts law. Our 
graduates, however, will be spending much of the summer preparing for the Uniform 
Bar Examination, and for many of them, it will not be feasible to study 
simultaneously for an online exam that covers different material. Moreover, many of 
our graduates will not have the usual ability to study for a bar exam in the coming 
months due to the public health crisis and the related personal and financial 
consequences.  

For these reasons, and in light of the unprecedented situation, we encourage the 
Court to consider this measured, limited, and temporary practice authority for law 
school graduates. The adoption of such an approach would mitigate the professional 
and personal impact on these future lawyers while ensuring necessary and 

                                            
1 American Bar Association Board of Governors Resolution (adopted April 7, 2020), available 

at https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/news/2020/04/bog-040720r.pdf 
2 See Supreme Court of Utah, Order for Temporary Amendments to Bar Admission 

Procedures During COVID-19 Outbreak, available at 
https://images.law.com/contrib/content/uploads/documents/292/04.09.20-PROPOSED-ORDER-re-
Bar-Waiver-final.pdf; Letter from Chief Justice Robert Brutinel of the Supreme Court of Arizona, 
available at 
https://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/26/admis/2020/Letter.2020%20Law%20School%20Graduate..pdf?ve
r=2020-04-07-104839-383; Supreme Court of New Jersey Order of April 6, 2020, available at 
https://images.law.com/contrib/content/uploads/documents/399/41467/Law-Grads-Order.pdf; Order 
Temporarily Modifying Certain Provisions of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 7 Related to The July 
2020 Bar Examination, In re: Covid-19 Pandemic, No. ADM2020-00428 (entered April 2, 2020), 
available at http://tncourts.gov/sites/default/files/docs/ble_covid-19_order.pdf.  
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appropriate protections for the public.  

Thank you very much for considering our proposal, and please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us with any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Coyne 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Massachusetts School of Law 
 
Allison Dussias 
Dean and Professor of Law 
New England Law 
 
James Hackney 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Northeastern University School of Law 
 
John Manning 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School 

 
Eric Mitnick 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Massachusetts Law School 
 
Angela Onwuachi-Willig 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Boston University School of Law 
 
Andrew Perlman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Suffolk University Law School 
 
Vincent Rougeau 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Boston College Law School 
 
Sudha Setty 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Western New England University School of Law 


