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The monthly Service-Learning Newsletter provides up-to-date information about new and continuing courses 

utilizing service-learning and related initiatives, events, and community partnerships, as well as upcoming 

grant, funding, conference, research, and publishing opportunities. 

Human Services Professions  & Interpersonal Communication 
Service-Learning Community Partner: 

 

Hostelling International’s  
Cultural Kitchen 

Contributed by Community Partner  
Paula Levitt, Cultural Kitchen Coordinator 

Hostelling International USA, Eastern New England Council 
 

Hostelling International USA is partnering 

with two courses utilizing service-learning 

this fall to connect NU students with  

HI-USA's signature youth outreach  

program, Cultural Kitchen (CK). Cultural 

Kitchen is an educational 10-session  

program in which Boston-area youth gain a 

greater understanding and appreciation for  

culture and diversity through hands-on  

exploration of world cultures, group discussions, peer teaching and 

cooking!  
 

Cultural Kitchen is happy to be partnering through Service-Learning for 

the second year in a row this fall.  This year, students from Elise  

Dallimore‟s Interpersonal Communication and Emily Mann‟s Human 

Services Professions classes came together for a 3 day training at the 

Boston Hostel to be trained on the Cultural Kitchen curriculum and  

become CK Facilitators.  Service-Learning students are currently  

co-teaching at 4 out of the 8 CK sites this fall.  Service-Learning  

students have helped Cultural Kitchen reach the largest amount of 

schools, community centers, volunteers and youth that Cultural Kitchen 

Boston has ever seen during a semester period in its 4 years of  

existence.  We hope to continue our partnership with Service-Learning 

in the future! 
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Pictured to the 

left are NU S-L 

students  

Elan Zeichner,  

Isis Garcia,  

Jacquelyn Roche, 

Kelley Daly and 

Chelsea Bell  

participating in 

the CK 3-day 

training at the 

Boston Hostel.  

 

òTeaching Tai Chi to elderly clients at 

Quincy Towers enhanced my  

professional practice in altruism, social 

responsibility, and compassion/caring. 

I understood these [Physical Therapy 

professional core} values well but was 

able to practice them in a setting  

dealing with real people every week.ó  

~ Samantha Narzabal,  

   Physical Therapy student, serving with  

   Quincy Towers, summer 2009 

 

 

 

"Everyday I walk out of Sociedad Latina 

I leave with more examples of how my 

service relates to the course."  

~ Andrea Kohanna,  

Interpersonal Communication student 

 serving with Sociedad Latina, fall 2009 



From Current Topics in Cell and Molecular Biology: 

Huskies Show the Science 
Contributed By Professor Gail Begley 

   

On Saturday October 24th, while some of their friends and classmates 

were still asleep, seven freshman Biology majors were inspiring future 

scientists in kindergarten through sixth grade at “Show Me the Science.” The event, called “Show Me the     

Science” drew scientists and science students from universities around Boston to present projects to an          

enthusiastic group of youngsters.  The event was sponsored by Science Club for Girls, an organization focused 

on   increasing science literacy and self-confidence in girls from groups that are underrepresented in science, 

and one of the Service-Learning community partners for Professor Gail Begley‟s class titled, Current Topics in 

Cell and Molecular Biology.   
 

The Northeastern students, under the guidance of Professor Begley and Alex Bracey (Biology, 2010), the  

Service-Learning Teaching Assistant for the course, developed the hands-on interactive biology projects that 

they presented to the local elementary school girls.  The event was a „reverse science fair‟, meaning that the  

scientists (or in this case, science students) present their projects while groups of youth move around from table 

to table to try activities and interact with the presenters.  The Northeastern students made up two teams: one 

focused on cells and DNA, while the other concentrated on evolution. This is the second Science Club for Girls 

event for the four Huskies in the cell group, who participated in a similar reverse science fair in September at 

Wellesley College. 
 

Hands-on highlights at the cell table included rolling up a sleeping bag (DNA) to make it fit into a duffel (cell) 

and stuffing a cell‟s worth of „DNA‟ string into a Cheerio „cell‟.  According to Freshman Biology major Tamara 

Keeney, “A lot of the girls were very shocked to find out we have about 10 trillion cells in our bodies and that 

DNA in one cell can be stretched out to two meters. It was nice to see they thought that it was "cool." The  

sleeping bag demonstration of DNA fitting into cell by packing was a hit with all the age groups, along with the 

stickers we passed out as a reward for answering questions correctly at the end of our presentation. I think all of 

our points came across clearly because of the visual aids and demonstrations we did.” 
 

The evolution group did some Darwinian angling with paper fish that the girls decorated themselves and also 

had girls use different implements like chopsticks to feed on different kinds of „prey‟ (beans, candy, cotton 

balls, etc.).  The girls could then see which prey animals got eaten and why and how that natural selection  

affected the population. 
 

Although this is the last reverse science fair for the semester, the Northeastern students will continue using the 

knowledge they are gaining in class to help them produce lessons with hands-on activities for science programs 

run by Science Club for Girls over school vacation weeks. 

 

S-LTA Profile: Caitlin McDermott 

 

"As a Communication Studies major Service-Learning (S-L) has informed my 

studies two-fold. As a student having taken 5 courses utilizing S-L, I was able to 

use and reflect on theories of communication barriers and interpersonal  

relationships while tutoring ESL students at the YMCA and develop consulting 

skills while creating more effective communication  

strategies for hopeFOUND.  Now as an S-L Teaching  

Assistant I am once again able to inform my study of these 

communication theories while managing communications 

between community organizations, students, faculty, and 

the S-L program staff." 

 

Caitlin is a communication studies major and human services 

minor, graduating in fall of 2009.  She is currently the S-LTA for 

Lori Gardinierôs ñHuman Services Professionsò course. 

 

òThis was my first 

experience working 

with aquatics, and it 

really raised my  

interest in  

incorporating 

aquatic therapy into 

my future career  

endeavors.ó  

~ Abigil Reid 

Physical Therapy student  

serving with the 

YMCA Aquatics Program 
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Students from Strategic Philanthropy & Non-Profit Management 
and Human Services Professions Courses Engage in a 

Community Dialogue on NS4G  
Contributed by faculty member Rebecca Riccio 
 

Students from two Northeastern classes utilizing Service-Learning, Strategic  

Philanthropy & Nonprofit Management and Human Services Professions, welcomed a 

wide range of local community-based organizations from the Stony Brook communities to campus on October 

5. Together with members of Northeastern‟s student philanthropy club, they engaged nonprofit leaders in a  

discussion about “community-informed philanthropy,” a model of charitable giving driven by real community 

needs and respectful of the many challenges facing nonprofit organizations today. 
 

All of the participating students are taking part in Northeastern Students4Giving (NS4G), a campus-wide,  

student-led philanthropy initiative that was launched in 2008 with seed funding from Fidelity Charitable Gift 

Fund and Campus Compact through their Students4Giving program. NS4G gives students the opportunity to 

realize the groups motto of “learning to give, giving to learn” as they learn about and practice philanthropy by 

making small, one-time grants to nonprofit organizations in Roxbury, Mission Hill, Fenway, and the South End.  

Students in the Strategic Philanthropy & Nonprofit Management course manage the entire grant cycle, from 

setting annual funding priorities to designing application materials, reviewing grants, and selecting grantees, 

while students in the Human Service Professions course conduct the initial needs assessment.   
 

The October 5 event gave students the opportunity to hear from nonprofit leaders about the needs they are  

seeing in NS4G‟s four target neighborhoods.  Students were eager to learn as much as possible about what  

funding priorities they should be considering for 2009-2010 and how they can make the NS4G application  

process as accessible and constructive as possible for nonprofits seeking a grant. 
  
Several important themes emerged from the dialogue. The nonprofit representatives encouraged students to  

accept both qualitative and quantitative measures of a program‟s success and to streamline the application as 

much as possible, perhaps through the use of electronic submissions. As a result of the dialogue, students will 

also include language in the application materials making it clear that applicants are welcome to contact them 

with questions. 
 

The lessons learned from the Community Dialogue will find very practical applications in the classroom.  

During November and December, students will select this year‟s funding priority, update application materials, 

and release a new request for proposals (RFP). Local nonprofits are encouraged to visit the NS4G web site 

(www.humanservices.neu.edu/students4giving/) in mid-December to determine if they are eligible to apply for 

a grant this year.  

Attention Students!  
Apply to be a Service-Learning Teaching Assistant for the Spring 2010 semester! 

The Service-Learning Teaching Assistant (S-LTA) Program provides opportunities for students to take on  

leadership positions through which they provide support for courses utilizing Service-Learning (S-L).  S-LTAs 

engage in ongoing training and reflection, gain skills in S-L pedagogy, facilitation, and community building  

facilitated by the S-L staff in the Center of Community Service.  S-LTAs collaborate with faculty, community 

partners and peers to apply the best practices to their utilization of S-L.  S-LTAs work to ensure both learning 

and service goals are met by: 

identifying appropriate community partnerships for the course 

establishing service experiences that match the learning objectives 

providing students with an orientation about S-L 

enhancing and maintaining the community partnership(s) 

co-facilitating reflection discussions and assignments 

regularly assessing and evaluating the experiences and partnerships 
 

Applications accepted on a rolling basis until positions are filled! 

 

The spring 2010 S-LTA  

application and full program  

description are now available at:  
 

http://www.northeastern.edu/

servicelearning/students/

teachassist.html  
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Attention Community-Based  
Non-Profit Organizations!  

 

Interested in partnering through  
Service-Learning for the  
Spring 2010 semester? 

 

The Service-Learning (S-L) Program will be releasing 

its Spring 2010 Request for Partnerships (RFP) this 

week.  We have found the new RFP process to be a 

more effective and efficient way of beginning the  

process of developing successful partnerships. 
 

The RFP will provide you with valuable program  

information, including: 
 

organization eligibility 

student participation & expectations 

partnership requirements & expectations  

course descriptions & sample service roles/projects for 

each class 
 

Examples of current and past direct S-L roles and  

project-based S-L outcomes include, but are not  

limited to:  
 

developing communication strategies to attract and 

retain staff 

designing a sponsorship packet 

running programs to teach youth about healthy eating 

habits and activities  

researching new models to improve the effectiveness 

of an after-school program  

designing a program or training curriculum 

identifying new funding sources 

facilitating an elderly exercise program 

tutoring adult speakers of other languages in English 

designing and administering surveys to gather and 

analyze data on a community‟s changing needs 

 

Students in all course levels can serve in your  

traditional volunteer roles; however partnerships are  

not limited to prearranged roles.  We hope you will 

think  about administrative projects not currently being 

met by traditional volunteer and/or staff  positions.  
 

Partnership applications will be accepted on a rolling 

basis until all partnerships are filled, with priority 

given to applications received by 12pm noon on  

Monday, November 23, 2009  

 

If you did not receive the fall S-L RFP and would 

like to be included on the email for the spring, please 

email service-learning@neu.edu   
 

The RFP will also be available at:  

www.neu.edu/servicelearning  

 
SAVE THE DATE:  

 

The 2010 New England Regional 
Campus Compact Conference 

 

 

April 13 -14, 2010 at the University of Vermont and 

The Sheraton Hotel 

 

Higher Education and the Greater Good: Meeting 

the Challenges of the 21st Century 

 

Join faculty, staff, administrators, students, and  

community members to explore how engaged  

learning strategies and practices can enhance  

academic and civic outcomes, meet important  

institutional goals and prepare students to become 

global problem solvers. 
 

Call for Proposals:  
Workshop, institute, roundtable discussion and poster 

session proposals are currently being accepted that 

address the following areas: 

 

What are the new and innovative academic and civic 

engagement practices that are pushing the boundaries or 

tackling new challenges relevant in today‟s society? 

How are “traditional” approaches to civic engagement 

changing as a result of the times? 

What innovative pedagogies and/or curricula are  

developing student‟s critical problem solving and civic 

leadership capacities? What strategies or practices are 

making these academic experiences more interactive, 

engaging, and relevant? 

How are these innovative pedagogies and civic  

engagement practices contributing to broader campus 

goals (increased student learning outcomes, higher 

graduation rates, institutional retention efforts, student 

academic engagement, career preparation, etc.)? 

How are academic programs, majors, or disciplines  

being reconsidered along boundaries that address  

current public challenges or considerations of the future? 

How has engaged scholarship or outreach enhanced or 

informed an academic program or discipline? é. And 

more! 
 

Please submit proposals via email by Friday,  

December 4, 2009 to: clower@middlebury.edu.  

 

For additional details, please visit:  

http://ase.tufts.edu/macc/.   
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Service-Learning Program Staff & Contact Information: 

 

 Kristen Simonelli, Associate Director & Service-Learning Coordinator  

Lisa Paquette, Service-Learning Promotion & Assessment Coordinator 

John Kordrupel, MACC AmeriCorps*VISTA & Service-Learning Assistant Coordinator 

 
Northeastern University Center of Community Service 

360 Huntington Ave, 212 CP 
Boston, MA 02115-5000 

Phone: (617) 373-7883 | Fax: (617) 373-5608   
Email: service-learning@neu.edu | www.neu.edu/servicelearning 

www.neu.edu/communityservice 
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Contribute to future Service-Learning Newsletters! 
 

We are looking for faculty, staff, students, S-L TAs, and community partners  
to share their S-L experiences.  

 

You can request a submission form by emailing L.paquette@neu.edu 

S-L Students Take Part In Walking Tours Of Our Communities 
 

Two walking tours, one of Lower Roxbury and one of the Mission Hill community, were given in October by the 

S-L program. These tours were open to all students enrolled in courses utilizing S-L this semester to complement 

the orientations provided by their respective community partners. Included on the tours were historical as well as  

contemporary points of interest, with special emphasis placed on our community partners in these neighborhoods.  
 

Students walked by the Carter School and sensory playground, a long-standing community partner for the  

Physical Therapy Professional Seminar course, learning about the important work that the Boston public school 

does with student with intensive special needs. Students also learned about the valuable services that Sociedad 

Latina and the Robert Fortes House, among other S-L community partners, provide to these communities and the 

residents. According to Stephanie Katsos, one of the students who participated in the tour of Lower Roxbury, “I 

learned about the people of Roxbury...as well as their rich history and culture today.”  

 

If you weren‟t able to attend (or if you were), join us for a tour of one or all of the four Stony Brook communities 

– Roxbury, Mission Hill, Fenway, and the South End – that will be offered in the Spring 2010 semester. 

New England Campus Compact Webinar Series 

 

New England Campus Compact state offices have designed a series of webinars to provide lowπcost, travelπfree 

professional development opportunities. Learn from experts on civic and community engagement from our  

region and across the nation. The topics will vary throughout the year to offer each campus several  

opportunities to engage different administrators, faculty, staff, students and partners. The University of  

MassachusettsπDartmouth will host and provide technical assistance for each webinar. Participation will cost 

$50.00 for member campuses or $100.00 for nonmembers. Registration includes an unlimited number of  

participants from your campus. For more information on upcoming webinars or to register go to: 

www.masscampuscompact.org 

 

Upcoming Webinar: Tapping Into Social Innovation: Involving Students in the action 

November 19, 2009; 1:00 ï 2:00 PM 

Registration Deadline is November 17, 2009 
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