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The Service-Learning (S-L) Program is excited to welcome everyone to the 2009-2010 academic year!  The fall 

semester is already off to a great start with more new and returning students, S-L Teaching Assistants, faculty 

members, and campus and community partners than ever before.  This semester, the S-L Program at  

Northeastern University is supporting: 

 

350 student service-learners, enrolled in  

20 graduate and undergraduate academic courses, facilitated by 

17 Faculty members, partnering with 

55+ Community Partners, while being supported by 

13 Service-Learning Teaching Assistants 

 

The S-L Program is looking forward to a fantastic semester, and hopes that the monthly S-L Newsletter will  

continue to keep you up-to-date about new and continuing S-L courses, initiatives, events, and community  

partnerships, as well as upcoming grant, funding, conference, research, and publishing opportunities. 
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Photograph contributed by S-LTA Helen Schroeder 
 

Students from "Strategic Philanthropy and Non-Profit  

Management" and "Black Community and Social Change" classes 

listen to Roxbury resident Fulani Haynes as she leads them on a  

Discover Roxbury tour of the Dudley Square area. Both courses  

utilizing service-learning are partnering with Discover Roxbury, a 

local non-profit that runs community tours and events promoting the 

neighborhood's rich culture and history. 

Partnership Spotlight! 



Engaging in Environmental Ethics through Service-Learning!  
Contributed by S-LTA Danielle Vesia  

 

This fall is the first semester in which an environmentally focused course is utilizing Service-Learning (S-L) at  

Northeastern. Professor Ronald Sandler, teaching Environmental Ethics, has offered students the opportunity to utilize 

S-L as a new way of engaging with the course material.  
 

With the support of the S-L staff, I (Danielle) spent a great deal of time over the summer reaching out to organizations 

with interests relating to the course, and we entered September with four partnering organizations. Feeling confident 

for the semester to begin, we were still cautious since S-L is an option in the course.  The question we all had at the 

back of our minds was ñhow many students will choose this option?ò The answer: 25 of the 38 students in the course 

signed on to participate! Since the number of students was higher than anticipated, weôve reached out to three more 

organizations in order to accommodate all the interested students and to meet a diverse range of needs among  

community-based non-profit organizations that may not have known about partnering through S-L before.  
 

We are very encouraged by the studentsô enthusiasm to engage in S-L. Kathryn Barlet, who will be serving with The 

Food Project, recognized S-L as an opportunity to enhance her understanding of the course content and stated, ñMy 

goal is to be able to relate whatever I do to the course material and to use my service-learning experience to get as 

much out of the class as possible.ò 
 

For this great response from students and community partners, I have to thank Professor Sandler for his support in 

seamlessly incorporating S-L into the syllabus, and the S-L staff for their continued support in all aspects of the  

development of this course. 
 

Weôre looking forward to a fun and exciting semester in which we will continue developing our newfound  

partnerships with these environmental organizations, establishing S-L as a common feature of environmental 

courses on campus, and addressing studentsô clear demand for more opportunities to bring the local  

environmental movement into our classrooms. 

The Service-Learning Program &  
the Center for STEM Education Join Forces!  

Contributed by S-LTA Ivana Freitas  
 

Hello! My name is Ivana Freitas and I am currently on co-op with the Center for STEM (Science, Technology,  

Engineering, and Math) Education at NU and I am also a recent addition to the S-LTA team.  My role as an S-LTA 

involves supporting four Advanced Spanish 1 & 2 courses, which were recently recruited to utilize Service-Learning  

(S-L) for the first time, following specific requests for assistance by local elementary school partners.  

 

As part of the Mayorôs StepUP Initiative, Northeastern, Boston College, Boston University, Harvard, and Tufts have 

been providing both student support and professional development to 10 partnering schools as identified by the City of 

Boston. While continuing an existing partnership between the Center for STEM Education, S-L Program, and  

education courses to engage students in service with the Curley K-8 School, the Center also began working with the  

S-L program on a new opportunity to place students from the Current Topics in Cell and  Molecular Biology course, 

taught by Gail Begley, in science classrooms at both of our partner schools, the Curley K-8 School in Jamaica Plain 

and Orchard Gardens in Roxbury.  Just when that opportunity began to take shape, the schools expressed interest in 

having NU students assist Spanish speaking parentsô at the schools, as well as translating school resources from  

English to Spanish. As a result of the strong collaboration between our offices, we were able to create a plan for  

recruiting faculty members Tania Muino-Loureiro and Marcial Flores to implement service-learning in their courses in 

order to address the needs expressed by our partner schools.   
 

NU student service-learners are now provided a much broader range of opportunities across a variety of disciplines to 

serve with these two schools; students in Education courses are providing classroom assistance to teachers in different 

subjects, students in Biology courses are assisting in labs and science classrooms, and students in Spanish courses are 

helping to create a more inviting environment by translating in Parent Resource Centers and acting as mentors in  

afterschool programs. Although itôs still early in our recently expanded collaboration, the S-L Program and the Center 

for STEM Education are in full swing working together to place close to 100 NU student service-learners in local 

schools. I am truly looking forward to helping foster this expanded collaboration and I am anticipating a very  

successful and fulfilling semester ahead for all S-L participants! 
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