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Creation of an Online Application to Collect Data and Dynamically Visualize

Student Perceived Relationships between Liberal Arts and Practice-oriented

Educational Experiences
I would like to research undergraduate students’ perceived connections between the liberal arts and practice-oriented educational experiences in professional fields such as design where practice-based education is inherently implied. The missing link is often the clarity of the relationship between this practical knowledge and the liberal arts. A 2004 report summarizing a commissioned external review by a team of educators of the Department of Visual Arts at Northeastern University noted that the first departmental challenge was that the mission of the program was unclear: “In the disciplines of art and design in the US, ‘practice-oriented’ and ‘liberal arts’ signify two very different degree titles, curricular requirements, and outcomes… Resolution of this confusion should precede any discussion with prospective leadership.” 

I am interested in developing a meaningful set of questions and measures with which to collect students’ perceptions and subsequent career decisions and expectations. I then propose to create a dynamic tool to visualize this data showing perceived connections between the liberal arts and the practice-oriented educational experiences using aggregate and case data.

I propose initially studying a group of recent (2004) multimedia studies graduates, gathering information on present jobs and career choices as well as how the integration of liberal arts and social issues and the required practical delivery of content have influenced their present and future plans. I would also study a group of current seniors who participated with three other universities during Spring 2006 in Sticks+Stones, a project on labeling and stereotyping in graphic design. This group could be compared to another group of seniors who did not participate in the S+S project to assess how students’ attitudes about design’s connections to a broader world of ideas influence their understanding of the field and their imagined design career paths.
