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The Effect of Using Simulated Patient Care Scenarios and Reflection in Preparing Students for Patient Encounters in Coop
Clinical laboratory education has traditionally been guided by action learning theory where students learn by doing. Being engaged with others in a learning activity integrating classroom theory with practice, working through problems together to challenge and improve understanding, and reflecting on the shared experience and process are critical components that support the learning process.  Simulated technology has been increasingly used in the clinical laboratory setting to provide a learning environment more closely representing reality. Studies have demonstrated an association between simulation activities and improved clinical judgment; however, there is little data on the effect simulation activities have on the ability to inform thinking and participation in the nursing co-op work experience.

The purpose of this study is to explore the effect of simulated patient care scenarios using hi-fidelity manikins as a laboratory activity to prepare students for actual patient encounters in co-op by comparing learning outcomes for students who have and who have not participated in simulated patient care scenarios and reflection. Specifically, does the use of simulated patient care scenarios that focus on the multiple dimensions of patient care combined with competent technical skill performance make a difference in preparing students to use classroom theory to inform thinking and participate confidently in the care of actual patients in co-op? 

The goals of this proposal are consistent with those of experiential education.  Findings from this study would add to the body of research on the relationship between teaching methodologies and positive learning outcomes in the workplace.

