INTRODUCTION TO LAW
LPSC 1101
Fall 2011

Monday 11:45 AM to 1:25 PM
&
Thursday 11:45 PM to 1:25 PM


Principal Instructor: 
Daryl J. Finizio, esq.

Office: 330 Holmes Hall 
Office Hours:  M 10:30 - 11:30pm, R 10:30 – 11:30pm
	and by appointment
E-mail: finizio.d@neu.edu  
	 

Course Description:    
What is “law” and where does it come from?  Law does not only exist in a courtroom and law is not only created by legislators.  Law is all around us and is under constant transformation.  This class will focus on the many different meanings of law and the role of law in modern life.  In this course we will examine the functions of law in society from a constitutional, statutory, and judicial perspective.  Throughout the semester we will explore the role of the citizen within the legal system and the effects that laws can have on society.  We will discuss issues such as affirmative action, free speech, and tort reform.  In this course we will examine how useful the law is in resolving disputes, to what extent our legal system either reflects or promotes social inequality, and whether our courts are living up to their democratic ideals.  During this course, students will have the opportunity to learn how to analyze judicial opinions, to prepare case briefs and an appellate memorandum, to observe an actual courtroom, and to present an oral argument before a panel of lawyers acting as judges.   
 Academic Policy: 
In this class you are expected to be familiar with and abide by Northeastern University’s rules of academic honesty and integrity including the violations of cheating, unauthorized collaboration and plagiarism.  The full text of Northeastern University’s Academic Honesty and Integrity Policy can be found online on the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (www.osccr.neu.edu).  See also: http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/academichonesty.html
 Special Needs Policy: 
If you have any special needs please let us know as early as possible so we can ensure that your needs are satisfactorily addressed.  Additionally, if you have a documented disability you are protected from discrimination and have the right to a reasonable accommodation.  Additional information can be found at the Northeastern University Disability Resource Center (www.access-disability-deaf.neu.edu). 
 Required Reading Material:  
· United States Constitution ***or any alternative copy obtained online, at library or bookstore
· Introduction to Law course packet (available at the bookstore) ***REQUIRED
· Additional readings on the course Blackboard site 
 Additional Information 
This syllabus may be adapted because of changing circumstances if needed and at the Instructor’s discretion.  Whenever possible, students will be asked for their input regarding any syllabus changes. 
 Course Requirements 
Class Attendance and Participation (10%).  Students are expected to attend every class and to arrive to class on time.  Failure to attend class and participate regularly will result in a significant reduction in your final grade.  Students will be called on during class even if they do not volunteer, similar to the method used in most law schools.  Therefore students will be expected to be prepared for every class.  If you are not prepared for a particular class, you can notify the Instructor through e-mail or in-person prior to the start of class and you will not be called on during that class period.  The goal is not to embarrass anyone but to ensure that everyone prepares for class and has the opportunity to participate.  If you are scheduled to be on-call and you are either not prepared or you are absent and you have not notified the Instructor beforehand you will receive a zero for participation for that class. 
 Class participation includes volunteering in class and actively contributing during the class. Students can also submit questions before class that will count towards the participation grade.  If you have difficulty speaking in public you can schedule an appointment with me early in the semester to work out an alternative assignment.  
Case Briefs: (20%) Throughout the semester you will be asked to hand in a number of typed case briefs.  Even if you aren’t asked to hand in briefs for the cases you are reading, you should always prepare them.  If it says brief next to a case in the syllabus, you are expected to hand in your case brief during the class for which the case was assigned.  Case briefs should be no longer than 3 double-spaced typed pages using a 12 point font.  At the end of the semester I will drop your lowest case brief grade.  Late case briefs will not be accepted for a grade as case briefs are discussed in class the day they are due. 
For most cases you will be assigned to read an excerpt of a much longer case.  Your case brief must address the issues found in the excerpt and not the longer case.  Case briefs are an important exercise to improve legal reasoning and judgment.  These skills cannot be mastered by finding case descriptions on the internet.  If your brief addresses issues not found in the course pack excerpt you will not receive a grade for that brief.  
Court Experience Reaction Paper: (15%).  Students are expected to conduct an observation at either a district court in the Boston area or Suffolk County Superior Court.  The observation within the courtroom be at least three hours.  A reaction paper of 4-5 double-spaced pages analyzing your observation experience is due Monday November 14th.  Attach your handwritten notes produced during the court observation. More details discussed in class.  
Final Exam: (25%).  There will be one exam in this class.  Failure to take the exam on its scheduled date may result in a failing grade for that exam.  Absences from the exam will be excused on an emergency basis only and will require written proof.  The final exam includes multiple choice questions and an essay.  
Moot Court – 30 % total: (Memo 20%, Oral Argument 10%) For this assignment, you and a partner from class will be assigned a position to debate on an issue related to the First Amendment.  You and your partner will develop your arguments in a written appellate memorandum of no more than 12 typed double-spaced pages. Memorandums are due in class on Monday November 21st.  Late memos will be graded down for each day they are late. For the moot court oral argument, you and your partner will argue your position before a panel of lawyers.  You and your partner will share a grade for the written memorandum, but will each receive an individual oral argument grade.  You should begin thinking whom you would like to be partnered with for the moot court early on in the semester.  More detailed instructions for this assignment will be given in class.  Note – use of the internet to look up information to help you in preparing arguments for your moot court memorandum or oral argument is not permitted. 
Important Note: All papers must be submitted in hard copy.  If you will be absent and a written assignment is due, e-mail your assignment to: finizio.d@neu.edu  by the start of class.

Course Outline and Readings:

 Introduction to Legal Issues 

 Thu, 9/08		Introduction 
			Discussion of syllabus 

Mon, 9/12		Introduction to Legal Issues 
			Ted Cohen, “There Are No Ties at First Base” 
Christopher Wren, “Structure of the Court System in the United States” 
		Briefing a Case 
		Hurley v. Eddingfield 

Thu, 9/15		The Role of the Courts 
		Marc Galanter, “Why the ‘Haves’ Come Out Ahead” 
		“McDonalds Callousness Was Real Issue”  
			Miller v. Schoene  practice brief 
 Dispute Resolution 
Mon, 9/19		Intentional Torts 
		Votsburg v. Putney 
		Mohr v. Williams brief 
		Yania v. Bigan
	 
Thu, 9/22		The Tort of Negligence 
			Oliver Wendell Holmes, “The Common Law”
		Lopez v. Southern CA Rapid Transit 
		Palsgraf  v. The Long Island Railroad Company 
 Mon, 9/26		Strict Liability 
		Phillips v. Garner 		 
		Spano v. Perini Corp  brief 
		Escola v. Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
		 
Thu, 9/29		Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Andrea Kupfer Schneider, “Building a Pedagogy of Problem-Solving”  
			Kirk Schuler, “ADR’s Biggest Compromise” 	 
			 
Constitutional Law 

Mon, 10/3		Introduction to Constitutional Law 
			Aharon Barak, “A Judge on Judging” 
			D.C. v. Heller 	
		 
Thu, 10/6 		Lawrence Friedman “Constitutional Law and Civil Liberties”					Bush v. Gore 
Adam Cohen, “Has Bush v. Gore Become the Case that Must Not be Named?”
 Equal Protection 
Mon, 10/10		Equal Protection : Race-Based Classifications 
Lawrence Friedman, “Black and White” 
Loving v. Virginia   brief 
Palmore v. Sidote  
 
 Thu, 10/13		Equal Protection : Affirmative Action 
Regents of University of California v. Bakke 
Richard Freeland, “Fostering Diversity at Northeastern” 
			Equal Protection overview

Mon, 10/17		Equal Protection : Gender-Based Classifications 
			U.S. v. Virginia brief 
	Ginsberg Article (On Blackboard)

First Amendment

Thu, 10/20		First Amendment 
			Abrams v. United States
 
Mon, 10/24		Moot Court - Partner sign up in class 
			United States v. O’Brien   
			Texas v. Johnson brief
 			 
Thu, 10/27		Hague v. Committee for Industrial Organization 
			Cornelius v. NAACP
 
Mon, 10/31		Stone v. Graham & Lynch v. Donnelly

Thu, 11/3		Memo Preparation 
			Helene Shapo, et al., “Writing the Appellate Brief”- Blackboard 
Moot Court Materials: instructions, fact pattern, and additional cases posted on Blackboard 
			*Must meet with partner at least one time before this class
 
Due Process			 

Mon, 11/7		Procedural Due Process 
			Read and re-read 5th and 14th Amendments, U.S. Constitution Lassiter v. 				Department of Social Services (Class reading packet)
 
Thu, 11/10		Substantive Due Process 
			Roe v. Wade (Blackboard readings) 
			 
Mon, 11/14		Bowers v. Hardwick (Blackboard readings) 
			Lawrence v. Texas (Blackboard readings) 
Court Observation paper due 

State Constitutional Law
 
Thu, 11/17		State Constitutional Law; Definitions of Marriage
			Baker v. State (Blackboard readings) 
			Goodridge v. Department of Public Health (Class reading packet)
Moot Court Countdown
Mon, 11/21		The Last Day of Class
			How to Do an Oral Argument 
			Helene Shapo, et al., “Oral Argument”- Blackboard 
			Moot Court memorandum due in class email copies to opposing counsel
 
Thu, 11/24		NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Day Break

Mon, 11/28		 Moot Court
Thu, 12/1		 Moot Court
TBA			Final Exam date to be announced. 
