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Good Morning/Afternoon, my name is Travis Medley and I go to the Social Justice Academy at the Hyde Park Education Complex. I am doing what I can to spread the word of restorative justice. I can see that it does work. I was skeptical myself of it working but so far it has made a difference in our discipline rate.  Not many students have been in trouble since we introduced it last year. As a result of this method, more students were able to stay in school and keep receiving their education instead of traditionally being suspended. They got the chance to work out their problems.

As students, we need to come together and understand each others problems so we can help each other and be closer. If we are the future, then we should be more friends than enemies. The traditional discipline system doesn’t allow students to be friends or even allow a foundation for a friendship. However, through restorative justice, we can get students to become more in touch with each other and that provides for a better learning process. Also with students getting to remain in school they are more likely to succeed. Since my sophomore year, the MCAS scores have dramatically increased and I believe it is because students went threw the restorative justice process. They were able to solve their problems, have an understanding of who was harmed and who was responsible and also understand where they were coming from and what was going through their minds when it happened.

This process is a great way to get students through problems and keep them in school. I believe if it can work in my school it can work in others.  It all depends on the determination of everyone who’s involved. You need advisors who train teachers to train students how the process works. I already know of some schools that use restorative justice and it can adapted to many schools.

I believe the further restorative justice gets the better it’ll be for our future for helping us as teens and soon-to-be leaders become closer and more understanding of the human mind.

