Harvard Kennedy School Course HUT-206:
Disaster Recovery Management and Urban Planning: Rebuilding New Orleans
 Course Description: The course presents disaster recovery theory and practices and examines (in detail) the recovery from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in New Orleans.  Disaster recovery management is examined at the federal, state, city, and neighborhood/community levels to present a full understanding of disaster recovery in general, and the recovery in New Orleans in particular. Coupled with a January practicum in New Orleans, this course applies community disaster recovery skills in field-based team projects working in the flood-damaged Broadmoor neighborhood of New Orleans.  Concepts covered in this course include: principles of disaster recovery management, the economics of disaster, risk management, hazard mitigation and land use planning, disaster recovery planning, community development, community-based recovery, repopulation dynamics, federal and state recovery programs, and housing and capital projects reconstruction and finance.  This course can best be thought of as the anatomy of a disaster and its recovery – a mega case study (or suite of cases) that dissect the recovery of a city from the largest natural disaster in U.S. history. This course will meet twice weekly during the fall semester and include a 2.5 week practicum in New Orleans during the January term to work on, and complete, field-based team projects begun during the fall semester.  The field-based team projects are real recovery management projects that assist the residents of Broadmoor (the Client) with their recovery efforts.  The goal of this course is to apply classroom learned skills in a real-world, high-stakes situation.

