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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2009-

Associate Professor of Sociology and International Affairs, Northeastern University

2008-09
Associate Professor of Sociology and Middle East Studies, Hampshire College

2003-08 
Assistant Professor of Sociology and Middle East Studies, Hampshire College

2002-03
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Dept of Sociology Queen’s University, Canada

1999-2002
Lecturer, Department of Sociology, McGill University, Canada

EDUCATION

2001

PhD. McGill University (November), Department of Sociology, Canada 

1996
M.A, McGill University, Department of Sociology 


1994
B. A in Political Science, Bosphorus University, Istanbul

1993
B.A in Sociology with honours, Bosphorus University, Istanbul

1999

Visiting Postgraduate Scholar, Aalborg University, Denmark

1988
German High school, Istanbul

RESEARCH INTEREST

Political sociology, political ethnography, state-society relations, religion and politics, civil society and democratization, Muslim politics and secularism, Islam and gender politics. 


Geographical Areas: Turkey, Kazakhstan-Central Asia, Islam in the West (emphasis on EU and the US).

PUBLICATIONS

Books and Edited Issues/Volumes

Berna Turam. 2007. Between Islam and the State: the Politics of Engagement. Stanford 
University Press.



Reviews of my book in peer-reviewed journals: 


Ahmet Kuru. Comparative Political Studies, vol 40


Murat Belge. Nations and Nationalism 14 (2)


Burcak Keskin-Kozan, American Journal of Sociology, 114 (6)
Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi. Contemporary Sociology (by ASA)  37 (1)

Binnaz Toprak. Middle East Journal. 61 (3)
Binnur Ozkececi-Taner. 2009. British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies. 36 (1).

Metin Heper. Turkish Studies (by Routledge), 8 (3)

Marcie J. Patton. Journal of Middle East Women's Studies. 4 (2)


Fevzi Baban. Canadian Journal of Sociology,(January 2008)


Burhanettin Duran. ISAM: Turkish Journal of Islamic Studies (August 2009)

Sabri Sayari. MESA Bulletin (by MESA), (2007 December)


Hafeez Jamali. 2007. Cultural Dynamics. 19 (2-3)


(other reviews in non-refereed journals and newsletters: by Muslim World Book review, 
by Zehra Arat in Choice, by Tuba Kanci in Insight Turkey, and two major 
newspapers in 
Turkey, by Sahin Alpay in Zaman and by Murat Belge in Milliyet)

Berna Turam. Forthcoming. Etkilesim Politikalari:Islam ve Devlet Arasinda. Istanbul: Bilgi 
Universitesi Yayinlari. (Turkish translation of Between Islam and the State)
Berna Turam and Monica Ringer (forthcoming). Special issue, titled “Secular Muslims?” in Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, 29:3

Journal Articles 
2009. 
"State and Society: Neither Lovers or Haters," introduction to the Special Issue, titled “Secular Muslims?” in Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, 29:3, (with Monica Ringer)
2008. “Turkish Women Divided by Politics: Secular Activism versus Islamic Non-
defiance” International Feminist Journal of Politics, 10 (4).

2008. “Between Islamists and Kemalists: Ordinary Secular Citizens in Turkey” ISIM review, 
vol. 21, Spring issue.

2004. “The Politics of engagement between Islam and the state: ambivalences of civil 
society” British Journal of Sociology, vol. 55(2)


Reprinted in Shahram Akbarzadeh (ed) 2006. Islam and Globalization. Routledge


2004. “A bargain between the secular state and Turkish Islam: politics of 
ethnicity in

 Kazakhstan”, Nations and Nationalism, vol.10 (3).
Book Chapters

2003. “National loyalties and international undertakings in Kazakhstan” in Yavuz Hakan and Esposito John
 L. (eds.) Turkish Islam and the Secular State: The Global Impact of Fethullah Gulen Nur Movement. Syracuse University Press.

2006. “What has the secular state to do with Islamic revival?”, in Rabo Annika, Utas Bo (eds.) 

The Role of the State in West Asia. Swedish Research Institute Publication. 

Forthcoming. “The Power of Nonconfrontation: An Understudied Subject of Islam and 
Democracy” in Ibrahim Abu-Rabi (ed.) Challenges and Responses of Contemporary 
Islamic Thought: The Contributions of M. Fethullah Gulen , SUNY Press.
Under Review

"The State and Istanbul Metropolitan: 'Spaces' Torn Between God and Kemal?" 
Other Publications

2009. Book review of: Umit Cizre. “Islamic and Secular Politics in Turkey: The Justice and 
Development Party.” (Routledge, 2008) in Contemporary Islam.

2008. (upon request) Special Report on Political Developments in Turkey. World Book Year 
Book (the annual supplement to The World Book Encyclopedia), new edition.

2008. Book Review of: Edward Schatz. Modern Clan Politics. The Power 
of “Blood” in 
Kazakhstan and Beyond. (Seattle: Washington University Press, 2002) in American 
Journal of Sociology, 113:4. 

2003. “The Nur movement”, Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World.

WORK-IN-PROGRESS

Books -in-progress:

Berna Turam. Muslim Politics, its Allies and Discontents: The Anatomy of Polarization (book proposal invited by Stanford University Press)

Berna Turam and Monica Ringer (eds.) Muslims and the Secular State: Neither Lovers, Nor Haters. (under review)
Edited Issues/Volumes-in-progress:

Monica Ringer and Berna Turam. Crossing the Borders: "Unusual" Negotiations over the Public and Private. 

Articles-in-Progress

"Headscarf Controversy: Divided University Campuses in Polarized States, " presented at 
American Political Science Association, APSA 2008.

"Muslim People and the State: Cooperation or Polarization?" to be presented at the conference 
State Management of Religion at Northwestern University, 30-31 April 2009.

 "Power of Neighborhood: Discontents of Community or the State?" to be presented at MESA 2009.
TEACHING AREAS

Political sociology, state-society interaction, religion and politics, Muslim and secular politics, civil society and democratization, urban politics, Islam and gender politics. 

Geographical  areas: Near East (emphasis on Turkey and Iran), Central Asia (emphasis on Kazakhstan) and Islam in the West (emphasis on the EU and the US)

GRADUATE ADVISING


Dissertation co-chair, Linda Emin-Michaud, Hebrew University. 


Dissertation committee member, Guliz Dinc, Political Sci. Department, UMASS. 


Dissertation committee member, Dunya Deniz Cakir, Political Sci. Department, UMASS


Dissertation committee member, Gizem Zencirci,Political Sci. Department, UMASS 


Host Advisor of Marc Saurini Lucini, doctoral studies at Center for Arab studies and 
High Scientific Research in Madrid

(SELECTED) COURSES:



Field Trip Courses:
Turkey Dialogue: Social Conflict in Istanbul. Mardin-Turkey and Syria (for Northeastern University students) 



Turkish Politics: Religion and its Discontents (taught to Five College students)


Undergraduate Courses:

 



Religion in International Affairs



Civil Society and the State



Democrats and Democratization: Turkey and Iran in Comparison

Advanced Seminars: 

Political Sociology of Islam

Comparative Middle East Politics

INVITED LECTURES and TALKS

2009
Annual Campagna-Kerven lecture, Boston University.



Muslim Politics, Secular Predicaments and State Transformation
2009
Yale University, Center for Middle Eastern Studies. 

Muslim and Secular Politics in Turkey: Meeting, Feeding or Beating Each other?

2009
Northeastern University. 



Muslim People and Secular States: Swinging Between Cooperation and 


Polarization
2009
Northwestern University, Buffer Center. Workshop on State Management of Religion. 

State-Islam Relations in Turkey: Neither a Love nor a Hate Story


2009
Brandeis University, Diaspora conference, 



Between Homeland and Hostland: The "Instructive" Turkish Muslim Diaspora
2009
Harvard University, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Educator’s Workshop Series (in 
collaboration with primary source)



Conflict and Resolution in the Middle East. 

2008
Five Colleges Women Studies Research Center. 



Secular Constitution and Islamists Women: Lifting and Reinstatement of the 

Headscarf Ban in Turkish Universities
2008
Columbia University, The Center for the Study of Democracy, Toleration, 
and Religion 


Contesting Democratization in Turkey: The Gulen 
movement, pro-Islamic AK 

party and their Discontents (paper discussant: Alfred Stepan)
2008
Princeton University Workshop "Turkey in Motion: Between Domestic and International 
Forces", February 29-March 1, Turkey’s Odd Transition

2008
University of Illinois-Champaign, Conference on “Islam in Turkey Today"



Islamists and the Secularist Backlash in Turkey
2008
Inter-Asian Political Culture Working Group at Five Colleges, 



On the Bumpy Road of Democratization: Clash and Cooperation between 
Islam 

and the State. 

2008
Amherst College, Between Islam and the State
2008
UMASS, Amherst, Between Islam and the State

2008
Smith College, Muslims in the United States
2007 
Fatih University, Istanbul, Between Islam and the State
2006 
Five Colleges, Middle East and Islamic Studies Center, Between Islam and the State  
2006
Harvard University, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Between Islam and the State
2006
Indiana University at Bloomington, 



The Alignment between Islam and the State: The Gender Paradox in the Gulen 

Movement
2005 
Rockefeller Center, Bellagio-Italy, 


Cross-ideological Cooperation between Islamic Forces and Secular Institutions: 
The Case of Justice and Development in Turkey

2003
Hampshire College, Between Islam and the State
2003 
Queen’s University, Kingston- Canada, Between Islam and the State
2003
University of Western Ontario-Canada, Between Islam and the State

2002
Dalhousie University, Halifax-Canada, Between Islam and the State
2002 
Swedish Research Institute, What has the Secular State to do with Islam?
2001
Georgetown University, National Loyalties, International Undertakings

1999
SPIRIT Research Institute, Aalborg University, Denmark



Political Islam and the Secular State in Turkey
1998
Annual Meeting of Ford Foundation, Istanbul, Political Islam in Turkey

REFEREED CONFERENCE PAPERS

2009
ASA, American Sociological Association, session on Global Civil Society, National and 
Religious Baggage at Play in "Global" Civil Society
2009
MESA, Middle Eastern Studies Association, Power of Neighborhood in Turkey: Piety in a Secular State
2008
ASA, Regular Session: Muslim Societies. Turkish Women Divided by Politics: Radical 
Secularist Activism and Pious Non-resistance
2008 
APSA, American Political Science Association, Comparative Politics Session


Under the Reign of the Presidents: A Divided Campus in a Polarized State

2007
Fall Institute “Women Engaging Islam” at UMASS Boston, When feminism ‘leads’ the 
Islamic-secular divide: Islamist and secularist women in Turkey


2005
MESA, Islamic Actors and the state in Iran and Turkey: Friends or Enemies?

2004
MESA, Transitions in Turkey and Iran: Politics of Engagement and Politics of 


Estrangement.

2004 
ASA, The Islamic Party in Turkey: From Misplaced Trust/Distrust to Politics of Trust 

2003
ASA, Regular Session: Nations and Nationalism, Politics of Islam and Ethnicity in 

Kazakstan
2003
SASE, Annual meeting, Aix–en-Provence, Dangerous Zones between Islam and the 


Secular State: Misplaced Trust or Healthy Distrust?

2002
ASA, Regular Session: Political Sociology, Between Islam 
and the State: Politics of 
Engagements
2001
ASA, Regular Session: Political Sociology, Civil society, Islam and the State

2001
AES, American Ethnology Society, Patriarchy Civilized?  Complicity Between 


the Secularist and Islamist Male Elite in Turkey

2001
ASN, Association for the Study of Nationalities, Columbia University, The Post-Soviet 
Map: Politics of Islam and Ethnicity in Central Asia
2000 
ISJR, International Social Justice Research, Israel, Islam in Transition: From Exclusion 

to Integration 

2000
CSSAA, Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association, Alberta, Ethnic 


Politics in Kazakhstan: Alliances Between the Secular State and Islam

1997
International Conference of Cultural Policy-Making, Bergen-Norway, Contestations over Education: Islam and the secular State 
DISCUSSANT

2009
Harvard University, Davis Center, The Changing Social Role of Islam in Post-

Soviet 
Eurasia
2005 
Annual meeting of the Association for the Study of Nationalities, 
ASN, Islamic 


Movements in Comparative Perspective
2004
Annual meeting of the Association for the Study of Nationalities, ASN, 


Islamic Movements in the Middle East and Central Asia
CONFERENCE AND PANEL ORGANIZATION

2009

MESA conference organization committee. 

2009
Panel co-Organizer with Metin Heper (and Serif Mardin’s paper contribution) and paper presenter, MESA panel: "Power of Neighborhood in Turkey: Piety in a Secular State"

2009 

Conference Organizer, "Crossing the Boundaries: 'Unusual' Negotiations over the 

Public and Private," in Amherst (with Monica Ringer), February 17-19.
2008

Conference Organizer, “Religious Modernity and Secularist Resistance,” in 

Amherst (with Monica Ringer), April 21-13.

2008

Panel co-organizer and paper presenter, APSA Religion and Politics section. 



Democratization and Political Polarization

RESEARCH POSITIONS, AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2009

NSF grant, "Evolution and Islam: Acceptance of biological evolution and 


perspectives on science and religion amongst Muslim physicians and medical 

students"
2009

Mellon Grant for Language Acquisition (for Farsi program)

2008 

Special Faculty Grant for Research (competitive)

2008

UISFL grant (Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign 



Language Program).
2007

Pericles Civic Engagement Grant

2007

Faculty Research Grant, Hampshire College (competitive)

2006-07
Visiting Scholar, Harvard University, Center for Middle Eastern Studies

2006

Faculty Research Grant, Hampshire College (competitive)

2005

Davis Grant for Advising

2005

Faculty Research Grant, Hampshire College (competitive)

2004
Course development Grant, Hampshire College

2004
Faculty Research Grant, Hampshire College (competitive)

2003
Faculty Research Grant, Hampshire College (competitive)
2000
Alma Mater Traveling Grant, McGill University

1999
Visiting Scholar, Post-graduate Research Grant, Aalborg University, SPIRIT Institute, Denmark 

1998

Research Assistant, Koc University, Istanbul

1998

Subcommittee Research Grant, McGill University

1996

McGill Major, Research Grant, McGill University

1995

McGill Major, Research Grant, McGill University

1994-97 Research Assistant, McGill University, Montreal

JOURNAL EDITORIAL BOARD

Alternatif Politika (Published by: Abant I. Baysal Universitesi, International Relations, Turkey)

REVIEWER FOR JOURNALS

American Journal of Sociology; American Ethnologist; International Journal of Urban and Regional Research; Journal of Middle East Women's Studies; European Journal of Women's Studies; Gender, Place and Culture; Cultural Dynamics; Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies; American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences; Contemporary Islam; Party Politics; European Journal of Turkish Studies

REVIEWER FOR BOOK MANUSCRIPTS

Stanford University Press
ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS

Middle East Center for Peace, Culture and Development at Northeastern University
Center of Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University
Board Member of Women’s Gender and Sexuality Studies at Northeastern University
American Sociological Association, ASA

Political Sociology Section, ASA

Section of Religion, ASA

Five Colleges Women Studies Research Center

Middle Eastern Studies Association, MESA

Institute of Turkish Studies, ITS

SERVICE

Outside Home Institution:
Consulting on Capital Punishment in Turkey, EU, 2001

Muslim Peoples and Societies Graduate Center Task Force, UMASS Amherst, 2007- 

ASA Nomination Committee of Political Sociology Section, 2008

MESA Conference Organization Committee, 2009

Lecture at Primary Source in Watertown, MA (public and private school educators and K-12 teacher network), 2009
Lecture at Primary Source, Watertown, 2010

Inside Home Institution 

Board Member of Women’s Gender and Sexuality Studies
Graduate comprehensive exam committee on globalization

Graduate comprehensive committee on sociology of gender
Lecture to the Alumni on Islam and Gender Politics, October 7, 2009

Lecture in Dr. Dolansky’s class in Philosophy and Religion, December 2009

In my Previous Institution: Hampshire College:

Job Search Committee for Five Colleges Women’s Studies, 2004-2005

IRB, 2005-2006

Turkey Program: Global Education (field trip courses), 2007-

Curriculum Committee, 2006-2007

Diversity Committee, 2007-2008

Affirmative Action Committee, 2007-2008

Educational Policy Committee, 2008-2009

CBD (Mellon funded) Working Group at Hampshire, on "Evolution and Islam," 2008-09

MEDIA EXPOSURE

Radio Interview in Free Radio Europe by Jean-Christopher Peuch. 


"Fethullahist Schools: A Greenhouse for Central Asian Elites" (06/2004)
Radio Interview in Americanin Sesi (Voice of America VOA based in Washington DC). 


"The Place of Women in Fethullah Gulen Movement (03/11/2006)

Book Review of "Between Islam and the State" in two successive days in Sahin Alpay's column, 
Zaman Daily (major Turkish newpaper) 
Radio Interview in Acik radio in Istanbul 


"Political transformation, Islam and gender in Turkey" (05/18/2007)

Book review "Serinkanli bir Kitap," in Murat Belge's column, in Milliyet (major Turkish 
newspaper) (11/04/2007)

Two-day Interview series by Rusen Cakir in Vatan daily, major Turkish newspaper, 


on my 
book, "Between Islam and the State" (10/21/2007 and 10/22/2007)

Interview with Suzy Hansen, quoted in The National, April 2009
Interview with Pelin Turgut, for Time magazine, October 2009
(In progress) Interview with James Verini for a newspaper article, May 2009
Interview with Catalina Gaya from Spain, November 2009

LANGUAGES: English (fluent), Turkish (native speaker), German, Farsi (elementary)
