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Arjuna’s Dilemma - instance 1 

Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all composure 
because of miserly weakness. In this condition I am asking You to tell 
me for certain what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul 
surrendered unto You. Please instruct me. 

- BG 2.7 



Krishna’s Solution - instance 1 

The material body of the indestructible, immeasurable and eternal 
living entity is sure to come to an end; therefore, fight, O descendant of 
Bharata. 

- BG 2.18 
Do thou fight for the sake of fighting, without considering happiness 
or distress, loss or gain, victory or defeat—and by so doing you shall 
never incur sin.  

- BG 2.38 
O Dhanaïjaya, keep all abominable activities far distant by devotional 
service, and in that consciousness surrender unto the Lord. Those who 
want to enjoy the fruits of their work are misers.  

- BG 2.49 



Arjuna’s Dilemma - instance 2 

Arjuna said: O Janärdana, O Keçava, why do You want to engage me in 
this ghastly warfare, if You think that intelligence is better than fruitive 
work? 

- BG 3.1 



Krishna’s Solution - instance 2 

Therefore, O Arjuna, surrendering all your works unto Me, with full 
knowledge of Me, without desires for profit, with no claims to 
proprietorship, and free from lethargy, fight.  

- BG 3.30 



Arjuna’s Dilemma - instance 3 

Arjuna said: O Kåñëa, first of all You ask me to renounce work, and 
then again You recommend work with devotion. Now will You kindly 
tell me definitely which of the two is more beneficial? 

- BG 5.1 



Krishna’s Solution - instance 3 

Merely renouncing all activities yet not engaging in the devotional 
service of the Lord cannot make one happy. But a thoughtful person 
engaged in devotional service can achieve the Supreme without delay.  

- BG 5.6 



Arjuna’s Dilemma - instance 4 

Arjuna inquired: Which are considered to be more perfect, those who 
are always properly engaged in Your devotional service or those who 
worship the impersonal Brahman, the unmanifested? 

- BG 12.1 



Krishna’s Solution - instance 4 

For those whose minds are attached to the unmanifested, impersonal 
feature of the Supreme, advancement is very troublesome. To make 
progress in that discipline is always difficult for those who are 
embodied.  

- BG 12.5 



Summary 

• What is Arjuna’s dilemma? 

– Can I run away from fighting (duty)? 

– Or, perform my duty for the sake of duty? 

– Is Absolute Truth impersonal? 

 

• What is Krishna’s solution? 

– Act in knowledge. 

– Act in devotion. Do your duty for Krishna’s pleasure. 

– Absolute Truth is sentient and personal, but has 
impersonal aspect. 

– Chasing after impersonal is troublesome. 

 

 

questions 



Thank you very much! 


