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How to Use the Tutorial

To begin using the tutorial there are a few things you must first know.

After this page you will see a table of contents page and then a section headings page.  The table of 

contents is a detailed list of what the tutorial contains.  From the section headings page you can jump

directly to any of the tutorialôs sections simply by clicking on their title.  After that, when you finish a 

section you will always return to either the section headings page or the beginning of that section.

The main sections of this tutorial are:

Introduction :  which will provide you with a quick and general overview of what is contained in the

Boston Renaissance Resource Kit

About the Databases:  gives a brief overview of the Kitôs three different information sources (datasets)

How To:  Contains a general introduction on how to begin using the datasets to generate the information

you want.  It also contains separate sub-sections for more detailed instruction on how to use each of the 

datasets, including examples for each one.  

Tips:   The final section of the Tutorial contains some tips on how to

interpret your analysis and a few ñglitchesò you need to be aware of.

Continues on next page



On the bottom of each page you will find a selection of action tiles.  Using these tiles will enable you

to navigate through the tutorial.  The following are what you might find and what they can be used to

accomplish.

This will appear in the bottom left corner of every page and will automatically take you back to the section

headings page.

This will advance to the next page in the section.  It appears in the lower right corner of the page.

This will appear in the lower right corner of the sub-sections of the ñHow Toò section and will take

you back to the beginning page for that sub-section.  It will have a short name for that sub-section on it.

This will return you to the previous page in the section.  It appears in the lower right corner of the page.

A red forward arrow means that you have finished the section you were working on.  Clicking on it will

either return you to the section heading page or, if you are in one of the three sub-sections, it will return 

you to the first page of that section.



Table of Contents

Ä Introduction

Ä About the Databases

Ä How to:

Â Get Started

Â Use the Greater Boston Social Survey
Ä Section Overview

Ä Example 1; Example 2; Example 3

Â Use Decennial Census data for Massachusetts
Ä Section Overview

Â Use the 2000 Boston Indicators Project
Ä Section Overview

Ä Printing and Copying Functions

Ä Tips:  How to best use this Resource Kit

Ä To Exit the Resource Kit



Section Headings (Click on one)

Ä Introduction

Ä About The Databases

Ä How To:

Â GBSS

Â The Decennial Census

Â The Boston Indicators Project

Ä Printing and Saving Functions

Ä Tips: How to best use the Resource Kit

Ä To Exit the Resource Kit



Introduction

Welcome to the Boston Renaissance Resource Kit, a wealth of information 

compiled into an easy to use database.  The Kit allows you to find information 

about the socio-economic background of the people of Greater Boston through 

the use of charts, tables and maps.  The Kitôs simple-and-easy-to-use design 

makes it an ideal source of information for teachers and students, community 

leaders, state and municipal government staff, journalists ... and almost 

everyone else.  

To begin to use the Kit for research there are a few things everyone 

should know.

The Boston Renaissance Resource Kit was compiled using three different 

information databases.  The Greater Boston Social Survey, the United States 

Census for Massachusetts, and the 2000Boston Indicators Project.



About The Databases



Greater Boston Social Survey 
(GBSS)

The GBSS is a survey of 1,820 Greater Boston households (families and 

single individuals). By analyzing the survey data, the user can gain a 

better understanding of the demographics, economics, and attitudes of various 

racial and ethnic groups in the region.  There are more than 400 different 

variables that can be analyzed using these data.

The survey was conducted between May 1993 and November 1994.

To get a true reflection of the people of Greater Boston the survey was 

weightedto reflect the 2.9 million people living in the area at the time.  

ñOversamplesò of black and Hispanic households permit detailed analysis of 

these groups along with white households.  The charts and tables you request 

here return means, medians, counts, and percentages that reflect the true 

distribution of the full population.

The GBSS Survey area includes 154 towns and cities in Eastern Massachusetts 

with Boston as the core city.



The Decennial Census

The second database is a compilation of United States 

Decennial Census for Massachusetts with data on all 351 towns

and cities in the Commonwealth.  Data from the 1950, 1960, 1970,

1980, 1990, and 2000 Censuses are included in this database. 

NOTE: For 1950 and 1960, data for only a small sample of  

cities and towns exist.

This section of the Resource Kit permits the user to investigate

trends over time in individual municipalities and compare 

municipalities in any given census year 



The Boston Indicators Project

The last database comes from the Boston Indicators 

Project for 2000, published as The Wisdom of Our 

Choices.The Indicators Project, developed by The Boston 

Foundation, contains a large number of charts and tables 

that can be used to analyze trends in Boston and the 

Greater Boston region and compare neighborhoods inside 

the City of Boston.



How To:



In this section, you can 
learn how to use each of 
the databases

Each database is unique, 
but all are organized in a 
similar manner

To begin, select the 
DATA option on the 
home page



Once you have clicked on the DATA tab, you are taken to a page 
showing your three options.  Your page should look like this:

To the left of the descriptions of the datasets are short names for each choice.

Click on the short name to choose which database you wish to go to.



Greater Boston Social Survey

ÅOverview of GBSS

ÅStep-by-Step Instructions 

ÅExample 1

ÅExample 2

ÅExample 3

Click on one of the links below:



Greater Boston Social Survey

The Greater Boston Social Survey (GBSS) is a survey of 1,820 household units in 

the Greater Boston area completed in 1995.  The survey area covered 154 towns 

and cities stretching from the New Hampshire border down to northern Plymouth 

County. Altogether, the population from which this sample was chosen includes 

nearly 2.1 million adults age 21 and older.  Oversamples in African-American and 

Hispanic neighborhoods provide sufficient data to yield reasonably accurate 

estimates for these groups as well as for non-Hispanic whites.  Sample weights 

have been inserted to give a reasonable approximation of the entire Greater Boston 

population. 

Due to the large volume of information and the vast array of possible scenarios 

that you might wish to investigate, you need to narrow down your search.  There 

are seven simple steps to create a table or chart, each of which has multiple 

options except for the last one.

GBSS



If you choose the GBSS dataset, you will be directed to the GBSS analysis 
page (pictured below).  The numbers in green boxes found on the page 
identify the steps that you need to follow.

GBSS



Step 1
Selecting Data Items

The information is initially separated into ten data sections.  The ten sections are then 

further divided into categories.  Each section has a different number of categories, 

ranging from a single category to 23.  The categories are then further divided into 

specific data items, once again with a varying number of items per-category.  To 

begin research, you narrow your search down to an individual item.  

To do this, click on a heading from the Section level, then click on a particular 

category, and finally click on a specific item -- in that order.  Initially only the choices 

for the Section level will appear.  The possible choices for each level do not appear 

until you have selected a particular category or item.  Therefore, the choices for the 

Category level will not appear until you have chosen a Section, nor will the choices 

on the Item level until you have chosen a Category.

GBSS



Step 2
Selecting Statistic of Choice

In this step you select the type of statistic you wish to display.  There are four 

choices:  Mean, Median, Count, and Percentage.  Depending on what type of Item you 

have picked, the type of calculation you can select will be limited.  Usually you can 

choose between Mean and Median or Count and Percentage.

GBSS



Step 3
Group to Display

Here you will select the group by which the data will be displayed.  Your choices 

are: 

Race, 

Household Type

Gender

Education Level

Age.  

All of these then give you further options for narrowing your search. 

GBSS



Step 4
ñCrosstabò your Group Choice

In this step you can -- if you wish-- choose a second group you can 

ñcrosstabò with the first group you just selected.  You have the same five 

options from which you just chose, except you will not be able to select the 

same option twice.  

HINT :  It is a good idea first to do an analysis with just a primary group 

(e.g. by race).  Then, if you wish to further narrow the group being studied, 

crosstab with another group (e.g. gender or education).

GBSS



Step 5
Further Restricting the Group Choice

This is the second optionalstep in the program.  Here, you can further restrict 

your search using the groups in the ñRestrictionò section of the page.  For 

example, you could now restrict your analysis to (1) race, (2) gender, and (3) an 

education category.

Moreover, there is a category in Step 5 called ñOtherò which permits you to 

restrict the group under investigation in a variety of other ways (e.g. foreign 

born, catholic, homeowner).

Hint :  Again, it is a good idea to build up your analysis, starting with just one 

group, then add a crosstab group, and finally add a restriction.

GBSS



Step 6
Selecting Chart or Table

This is the last step before the Resource Kit analyzes the data for you.

Here, you select whether you would like to view the information as a chart or as a 

table.  Both charts and tables are available when you ask for a mean, a median, or 

a percentage.  Only a table is available if you ask for a population count.

You can easily toggle between chart and table simply by clicking on the 

appropriate button

GBSS



Step 7

The last steps are really easy!   To build your table or chart, simply click on 

the Submit button.

Once you have done this your chart will appear below.  You can then click 

on the Enlarge button above the chart and the chart will fill the entire 

screen.  In order to return to the previous screen to change your calculations 

you will need to hit the Reducebutton.  

In reduced mode, you can toggle between a table and a chart simply by 

clicking on the appropriate button.

You can also send your chart or table to the Print Viewer where you can 

print it or save it, or open a table in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheetso that 

you can manipulate the data, (if you have Excel on your computer). 

In the Print Viewer, you can print the table or chart, 

again save a table in Excel, or save the table or chart as 

a PDF file.
GBSS



Greater Boston Social Survey

Example 1

GBSS



When you first select the GBSS database your screen should look like this.  To 

begin, click on number 1 :  Choose Data To Analyze

GBSS



Your screen should now look like this:

GBSS


