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Manufacturing 

When the Dukakis Center released its report, 

Staying Power: The Future of Manufacturing in 

Massachusetts, in July 2008, many were aston-

ished to learn that manufacturing was actually 

alive and well in the Commonwealth.   Even 

after sustaining huge losses 

in employment between 

1996 and 2006, this sector 

was still the fourth largest 

employer in the state.  

Moreover, because of the 

rapid aging of the current 

workforce, the study pro-

jected up to 100,000 job 

openings over the next ten 

years. 

The nation was already in 

recession when the report 

was released, but as the 

recession deepened, manufacturing was hit 

hard throughout the country.  Nonetheless, 

since December 2007, employment in manu-

facturing in Massachusetts has declined by 

just 8.4 percent vs. 15.6 percent nationwide 

and in November and December of last year, 

manufacturing employment turned around, 

adding 1,400 jobs. 

Now the Dukakis Center is working with 

organizations throughout the state to 

fund what will become an Annual  

Report on Massachusetts Manufac-

turing which will strive to keep up with 

trends in this sector and be an advocate 

for added attention to the industries that 

employ more than 250,000 Massachu-

setts workers, many in the older indus-

trial cities throughout the state. 

The Dukakis Center has continued to 

pay a great deal of attention to this im-

portant, but often overlooked, sector in 

the Massachusetts economy.  It has 

created the Staying Power Task Force 

which brings to-

gether representa-

tives from industry, 

from trade associa-

tions, and state 

government to con-

sider ways to pro-

mote manufactur-

ing in the state.  

The Task Force is 

working on both 

marketing manufac-

turing within the 

Commonwealth 

and beginning to 

consider how the stateõs vocational 

schools and community colleges can 

better align their curricula with the la-

bor needs in this continually evolving 

sector.  The Task Force was instrumen-

tal in providing content on manufactur-

ing for the Commonwealthõs new  

website, Massachusetts: Itõs All Here! 
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http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/publications/staying_power/documents/Staying_Power.pdf
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/publications/staying_power/documents/Staying_Power.pdf
http://www.massitsallhere.com/Massachusetts-Manufacturing
http://www.massitsallhere.com/Massachusetts-Manufacturing
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/publications/staying_power/documents/Staying_Power.pdf
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/
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November 19, 2009 

Boston Globe Op Ed 

To Derail Economy,  
Put the T on Hold 

By Stephanie Pollack 

 

February 3, 2010 

Boston Globe Op Ed 

A Powerful and Cheap 
Stimulus 

By Barry Bluestone 

 

February 11, 2010 

Boston Globe Op Ed 

Make Banks Risk Their 
Own Cash 

By Nonnie Burnes 

 

February 16, 2010 

WBURñOn Point 

Unemployment and  
Inequality 

Barry Bluestone and  
Andy Sum 

 

February 19, 2010 

Boston Globe Op Ed 

State Should Yell ôCutõ  
to the Film Tax Credit 

By Peter Enrich and  
Joan Fitzgerald 

 

Go to our website  

www.neu.edu/

dukakiscenter 

to listen to/read  
these features. 

For the past six years, the Dukakis Center has 

been developing and promoting its Economic Devel-

opment Self-Assessment Tool (or EDSAT) which pro-

vides city and town 

officials with the abil-

ity to understand how 

they stand in their 

ability to attract invest-

ment and jobs.  The 

purpose of the tool is 

to provide a self-

examination of the 

strengths and weak-

nesses of a community 

in its striving to retain and attract business.  More 

than sixty communities in New England have 

now participated in this program and mayors and 

other municipal officials have sung the praises of 

EDSAT in helping them to make changes in the 

way they do business in their own communities. 
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Jobs & Workforce Development 

Working with Civic Ventures, the Dukakis 

Center has just completed a major report on 

òencore careers,ó the types of employment that 

aging baby boomers might find after they 

òretireó from their normal jobs.  After the  

Recovery: Help Needed | The Coming 

Labor Shortage and How People in Encore 

Careers Can Help Solve It will be released in 

March. 

According to this study, once the economy has 

recovered, it is likely that America will face a 

shortage of workers as the baby boom genera-

tion retires, as the number of new younger 

workers falls short of need, and as the demand 

for social sector workers -- those in healthcare, 

social services, education, non-profit organiza-

tions, and state and local government --  

expands.   

Economic Development Self-Assessment Tool (EDSAT)  

Goes Nationwide through Partnership with National League of  Cities 

Now EDSAT is poised to go national with 

imminent approval of a memorandum of un-

derstanding with the National League of Cities 

to market EDSAT 

in all fifty states.  As 

cities join across the 

country and com-

plete the assessment 

process, the value of 

EDSAT will grow as 

individual munici-

palities will be able 

to compare them-

selves not only to 

other communities in their region, but to 

communities they compete with in other re-

gions of the country.   The ultimate goal of 

EDSAT is to make top local officials the 

CEOs for Economic Development in their 

own cities and towns. 

Indeed, the study suggests that by 2018, it will be 

necessary for the labor force participation rates of 

those 55 and over to increase substantially to fill 

the nationõs needs for skilled workers. 

The Center continues to use its Labor Market  

Assessment Tool (LMAT), developed jointly with 

the Boston Redevelopment Authority, to analyze 

labor market needs and where future job prospects 

will be abundant. 

http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/resources/economic_development/
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/resources/economic_development/
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/resources/labor_market/
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/resources/labor_market/
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Housing 

The Dukakis Center continues to devote a 

great deal of attention to housing in Greater 

Boston and beyond.   In October 2009, it re-

leased its seventh annual Greater Boston Housing 

Report Card which highlighted the fact that de-

spite a decline , home prices were still ex-

tremely high relative to competing areas of the 

country and rents had continued to rise right 

through the end of 2008 even as the price of 

homes fell. 

The Center continues to staff the Commonwealth 

Housing Task Force and has taken on the task of 

working with the Task Forceõs Expanding Op-

portunities Committee to research ways that 

communities can become more welcoming to a 

diverse range of families and households. 

Transportation 

The Dukakis Center served on the host com-

mittee for late Octoberõs RailVolution confer-

ence in Boston, an annual gathering that brings 

together public transportation advocates and 

practitioners of transit-oriented development 

from all over the country.  Northeasternõs own 

Michael Dukakis helped welcome the hundreds 

of officials and advocates to New England and 

shared the story of Bostonõs transportation-

driven economic renaissance fueled by strategic 

investments in rail and transit, including the 

Commonwealthõs purchase of an entire com-

muter rail system at bargain basement prices in 

the late 1970s.  Governor Dukakis later led 

some of the attendees on a Green Line tour of 

Brooklineõs transit-rich neighborhoods.   

Both Dukakis Center director Barry Bluestone 

and associate director Stephanie Pollack were 

conference presenters.  Professor Bluestone 

participated in a lively panel discussion on how 

university research can help develop and docu-

ment best practices for shaping livable cities.   

The Center has also begun to explore 

the feasibility of a privately-developed 

multi-university graduate student village 

which would provide housing for the 

growing pool of graduate students in the 

city and help to redevelop parts of the 

city that need rejuvenation. 

The Center is working to com-

plete its study for the Massachu-

setts Housing Partnership (MHP) 

on innovative methods used to 

promote housing production in 

other parts of the country. 

Pollackõs workshop focused on how to 

ensure housing affordability and mini-

mize gentrification in transit-served 

neighborhoods.  Her presentation fo-

cused on key characteristics at both the 

neighborhood and metropolitan scale 

that should be considered when develop-

ing policy strategies for preserving and 

creating vibrant and diverse transit-

served neighborhoods.  

Another highlight 

of the conference 

was the participa-

tion of high level 

officials from the 

White House, De-

partment of Hous-

ing and Urban De-

velopment and De-

partment of Trans-

portation who pre-

sented some of the 

Administrationõs 

strategies for better integrating 

transportation, housing and sus-

tainable development policies and 

programs across Federal agencies.  

These new policy directions should 

create real opportunities to advance 

the kinds of cross-disciplinary 

transportation policies that the Du-

kakis Center is working to develop 

and evaluate. 

Kitty and Michael Dukakis Center for Urban and Regional Policy | Northeastern University 

http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/publications/projects_initiatives/documents/GreaterBostonHousingReportCard2009.pdf
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/publications/projects_initiatives/documents/GreaterBostonHousingReportCard2009.pdf

