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Economic Development SelAssessment Tool (EDSAT) _
Goes Nationwide through Partnership with National League of i Eb s L

For the past six years, the Dukakis Center has Now EDSAT is poised to go national with

been developing and promotingsit®nomic Develimminent approval of a memorandum of un-

opment Se#fisessment T@oEDSAT)which pro-

vides city and town

officials with the abil- 5%
ity to understand how ASSe
they stand in their ;é"t

ability to attract inves .?‘r
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Housing

The Dukakis Center continues to devote a
great deal of attention to housing in Greater
Boston and beyond. In October 2009, it re-
leased its seventh ann@edater Boston Housing
Report Cawhich highlighted the fact that de-
spite a decline , home prices were still ex-
tremely high relative to competing areas of the
country and rents had continued to rise right
through the end of 2008 even as the price of
homes fell.

_ The Center has also begun to explore The Center is working to com-
The (?enter continues to staff themmonwealth the feasibility of a privatalgveloped plete its study for the Massachu-
Housing Task Femda-has taken on the task of multiuniversity graduate student villagesetts Housing Partnership (MHP)
wor k ' ng _W' th the Tas kWhiEhQ/vrou(’fd%r%\ﬁde r?oésf?\gaf(glr ﬂwé N inr%\pafive methods used to
portunities Committee to research ways that growing pool of graduate students in theromote housing production in

cgmmunltles can becj‘c.)me more welcoming to acity and help to redevelop parts of the other parts of the country.
diverse range of families and households. city that need rejuvenation

Transportation Another highlight

of the conference
was the participa-
er - . .

tion of high level
officials from the
White House, De-
partment of Hous-
ing and Urban De-
velopment and De-
partment of Trans-
portation who pre-
sented some of the
Admi ni str a;

The Dukakis Center served on the host com-

mittee for | ate Octoberds Rail Volution conf
ence in Boston, an annual gathering that brings

together public transportation advocates and

practitioners of transiriented development

from all overthe counttNor t heasternds own

Michael Dukakis helped welcome the hundreds

of officials and advocates to New England and

shared the story -of Bostonds transportation
driven economic renaissance fueled by strategic

investments in rail and transit, including the

Commonweal thds purchase of an entire com- . .
muter rail system at bargain basement pricestho | | ackds wor ksho Btrat]egée% fﬁrsbeé[t%( !ntggrqatlnﬁ ow
the late 1970s. Governor Dukakis later led ensure housing affordability and mini- *a"sPortation, housing and sus-
some of the attendees on a Green Line tour ofMize gentrification in transiérved tainable development policies ahd
Br ook | i miehheightiothaass i t neighborhoods. Her presentation fo- programs acro.ss ngergl agencies.
cused on key characteristics at both thérhese new policy dlr(a.ctlons should
Both Dukakis Center director Barry BlueStoneneighborhood and metropolitan scale creatfe real OPDOFt_Un!t@S to advance
and associate director Stephanie Pollack Wergp4 should be considered when develd§€ Kinds Of crosd?sF:lpllnary
conference presenters. Professor Bluestone ing policy strategies for preserving andtran.sportatlor? pOlICI§S that the Du-
participated in a lively panel discussion on hoW e ating vibrant and diverse transit kakis Center is working to develop
university research can help develop and docygpyeq neighborhoods. and evaluate.

ment best practices for shaping livable cities.
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