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Year at a Glance 

It has been almost a year since nearly a thousand of 
us met to celebrate Governor Dukakisõ 75th birthday 
and rename Northeasternõs Center for Urban and 
Regional Policy in honor of both Kitty and Michael.  
Itõs been an exceptional year for the Dukakis Center 
and we thought you might like to know something of 
what we have accomplished.  Indeed, it may have 
been the most exciting year of the Centerõs ten-year 

existence. 

The Center continues to play a major role in housing 
in Greater Boston, local economic development,  
promoting older industrial cities and the Common-
wealthõs manufacturing sector, transportation, and 

better understanding municipal finance. 

We thought we would provide you with just a 
glimpse of some of the things that we have been 

working on this year. 

 

 

Barry Bluestone 
Director, Kitty & Michael Dukakis Center 

for Urban and Regional Policy 

Research Updates 

Housing 

This yearõs housing report card, The 

Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2009: 

Positioning Boston in a Post-Crisis World, 

moved beyond the content of our previ-

ous publications and focused additional 

attention on the foreclosure crisis and its 

impact on housing affordability in the 

Commonwealth. 

Our research shows that while home prices have fallen dramatically in 

Greater Boston, competitive metropolitan areas have faced even 

steeper declines in home values.  As a result, Boston has become less 

affordable, relative to other cities, for both homeowners and renters.  

Therefore, although housing prices have declined, the housing afforda-

bility issues facing Greater Boston have been exacerbated over the last 

year.  There is, however, good news for the region as well.  It appears 

as though the national and regional economic recession has neared an 

end and there are some indications that home prices in Greater Boston 

have bottomed out. 

This yearõs report will be presented to the public on October 28th at 

The Boston Foundation. After this date, the full report will be available 

on the Dukakis Center website. To learn more about the annual Hous-

ing Report Card and other housing research at the Dukakis Center,  go 

to http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/focus_areas/housing. 

We are thrilled to announce the addition of two out-

standing leaders who join our core faculty and senior 

team. As Banker and Tradesman reported earlier this 

week, òthe Dukakis Center, which has become a player 

in the commonwealthõs housing and economic develop-

ment scenes, has reached critical mass.ó 

Alan Clayton-Matthews 
Associate Professor of  
Economics & Public Policy 

New Faculty 

Nonnie Burnes 
Senior University Fellow 

http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/focus_areas/housing


Research Updates (continued) 

Transportation 

The transportation system in Boston and other 

metropolitan areas is both part of the problem 

and part of the solution to a host of pressing ur-

ban policy challenges ranging from economic 

development and affordability to health and cli-

mate change.  The Dukakis Centerõs transporta-

tion policy work, under the leadership of Stepha-

nie Pollack, focuses on the intersection of trans-

portation policy and these issues.   

Last spring, for example, Pollack was asked by 

Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino to serve on 

the cityõs Climate Action Leadership Committee.  

With transportation-related emissions constitut-

ing the fastest-growing category of greenhouse 

gases in Massachusetts, the committeeõs attention 

quickly turned to the transportation sector.   

Throughout the summer Pollack served on a 

small transportation working group and helped 

develop a menu of specific recommendations for 

reducing the carbon footprint of metropolitan 

Bostonõs transportation sector.  The full Commit-

tee is now considering these and other recom-

mendations as part of its mission of creating a 

blueprint to reduce Bostonõs greenhouse gas 

emissions by 20% or more by 2020. 

With support from the Rockefeller Foundation, 

the Centerõs transportation research is focusing 

on the role of transit in the future of metropoli-

tan areas across the US that have, or are building, 

transit systems.  

This research effort is designed to better under-

stand the forces that have shaped ð and are trans-

forming ð transit-rich neighborhoods and de-

velop policy recommendations that can help 

maintain and enhance the economic and racial 

diversity of transit-rich neighborhoods. 

Stephanie Pollack will present some of the pre-

liminary results of this research at RailVolution, a 

major conference taking place in Boston at the 

end of October.  Distinguished Professor Michael 

Dukakis will also participate in RailVolution, at 

the opening plenary session on October 30th and 

participating in a òmobile workshopó that will 

showcase Dukakisõ hometown, Brookline, as òthe 

quintessential streetcar suburb.ó  More informa-

tion about the Centerõs research can be found on 

our website: http://www.northeastern.edu/

dukakiscenter/focus_areas/transportation. 

Working with the Governor on Economic Recovery and Jobs Growth: 

�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�·�V���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���6�X�P�P�L�W�³ October 27th 

Dukakis Center staff have been work-

ing with Governor Patrick and his ad-

ministration to organize an economic 

summit focused on economic recovery 

and jobs growth. 

 

òBy convening representatives of commerce 

and industry from every corner of the state, 

we can plot a course together to make the 

most of our recovery and assure that no one is 

left behind,ó said Governor Patrick. 
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The October 27 summit at the 

Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 

will include a òcross-section of the 

stateõs foremostó leaders in busi-

ness, education and government.  

 

Dukakis Center  

In the News 

Recent Media Mentions 

 

October 9, 2009 

WBUR: RadioBoston 

Is Massachusetts Poised to 

Lead the Recovery? 

 

October 9, 2009 

WBUR 

As The Economy Drags, 

Green Shoots Hint At 

Growth In Massachusetts 

 

October 5, 2009 

Banker and Tradesman 

Tackling Public Policy At 

Northeastern University 

Go to our website  

www.neu.edu/

dukakiscenter 

to listen to/read  

these features. 

http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/focus_areas/transportation.
http://www.northeastern.edu/dukakiscenter/focus_areas/transportation.

