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When Northeastern president Joseph Aoun participated in a 
webinar last month with The Chronicle of Higher Education 
and American Council on Education president Molly Corbett 
Broad about innovations in a knowledge economy, he 
spoke about outcomes, but not in the usual way. 
  
Aoun advised: "Now is the opportunity for higher education 
to start thinking about output measures. The danger of 
output measures is only focusing on a short-term basis, 
such as six months after graduation. We need to look at the 
entire life of the learner. Long-term perspective is 
important." 
  
I agree and believe that that message resonates particularly 
well in the College of Professional Studies learning 
environment, where so many of our students are returning 
to higher education after an absence to complete a degree 
or pursuing a degree while working, intent on a long-term 
career or life goal. I'm interested in hearing what you think 
are some meaningful long-term measures. 
  
And, looking across a span of time, I wanted to note that 
next month will mark the 24th issue of this monthly 
newsletter.  Thanks to you all who have made time in your 
professional lives for it - sending story ideas to share with 
your colleagues and starting conversations about what you 
find here.  We need you and many more like you to keep 
this channel vibrant.  I know that every day something takes 
place in your teaching, your professional work, or at the 
intersection of the two, that will bring the faculty of our 
College to life. Let us know about it. 
  

Thank you,  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

John LaBrie 
Dean 

 

 

 

Faculty Academic Council 

The Faculty Academic Council (FAC) looks forward to expanding full-time and half-time faculty 
participation in the coming academic year. The first meeting will be held Monday, September 21, 
from 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. with a forthcoming online link for those faculty members who are not 
on campus to attend.  Subsequent meetings will be held on the following Tuesdays: November 
17 at 12 P.M., January 12, 2016, March 8, 2016 and May 10, 2016 at 10:00 A.M.   
  
The calendar for each Standing Committee of the FAC includes: 

 Academic Program Committee which meets every last Tuesday of the month from 11:00 
A.M. -12:30 P.M.;  

 Agenda Committee which meets every third Friday of the month from 2:30 P.M. - 4:00 
P.M.; 

 Faculty Development and Support Committee which will meet September 9 from 2:00 
P.M.- 3:30 P.M.;  

 Professional Standards Committee which meets every third Thursday of the month from 
1:00 P.M. - 2:30 P.M.   

  
 

Faculty Development - Fall Faculty Conference 

Save the Date: 
  
2015 Fall Faculty Conference and the Swinburne/Northeastern Global Leadership 
Summit: 
Energizing Leadership; Energizing Teaching 
Friday, October 2, 2015   
Watch your email for the conference invitation and registration information. 
  
There is also still time for faculty to submit a poster session for the conference.  More 
information can be found here.    
  
  
 

'Faculty are the Glue' in a Global Partnership 



"Faculty are the face of the partnership, the glue. If we fail, partnerships may 
quickly unravel," posits faculty member Leslie P. Hitch in her blog post,"The 
Role of Faculty in Strategic Partnerships," published in July by The European 
Association for International Education.  
  
Hitch describes the strategic partnership between Northeastern University 
and Swinburne University of Technology in Melbourne, Australia and how 
the role of faculty evolved into its present, central position.  She writes: 
  
"Firstly, teaching in this environment is an incredible opportunity to be 

globalisation, not just talk about it. The partnership allows us to fully internationalise course 
readings and assignments. More importantly, it is an exquisite staging area for faculty to teach 
about the impact of globalisation while being themselves vulnerable to that very impact. 
  
 Secondly, the intensity of the teaching schedule brings faculty and students together to know 
each other both formally and in informal settings. Being some 15,000 miles away from home 
with no other obligation to ourselves other than teaching gives us time to sit with students for 
meals, learn about holidays and customs, hear how our home countries are perceived, and to 
truly gain a world view. This is rarely possible at the home institution." 
  
Read the full article which is part of a summer series of articles on Strategic Partnerships. 
  
  

Examining a Revolution 

Leonardo Vivas, a faculty member in the Global Studies and International Relations program, 
recently published an article in the Harvard International Review asking, "Are the Bells Tolling for 
the Bolivarian Revolution?" 
  
In his analysis of political and cultural change in Latin America, Vivas notes, "Perhaps the most 
interesting paradox taking place during the three decades of Latin America's democratization 
has been the rise (and potential demise) of Chavismo. After 15 years beating the drum for Latin 
America's total autonomy from U.S. influence, the Bolivarian Revolution is facing fast 
deterioration....Today the improbable dream has become a bad joke, a mixture of economic 
chaos, rude military rule, repression, and corruption. Few of its promises and social gains rest on 
their feet today." 
  
Read the article. 
  
 

Global Leadership Alumni Reunite in Australia 



Rick Arrowood, top right, with Global Leadership alumni 

 
 Recently, members of the Global Leadership Alumni program met in Melbourne, Australia to 
reunite with former classmates. The gathering attracted alumni who graduated in 2010, 2011, 
and 2012. 
  
"I cherish the opportunity to catch up with former students and learn about how they are using 
their leadership skills in the workplace and community," said Associate Teaching Professor Rick 
Arrowood. Graduates reaffirmed that the unique dual degree leadership program offered by 
Northeastern University College of Professional Studies and Swinburne University of 
Technology, and in particular its cadre of experienced and dedicated faculty, truly impacts their 
daily life in the workplace and in the community.  
  
"We are proud to have this group of alumni serving as ambassadors of the Global Leadership 
Program," said David Fields, Assistant Dean, Graduate Academic and Faculty Affairs. "They 
represent the future of global higher education - the merger of culture, theory, reflection and 
application - the hallmarks of experiential global learning." 
  
 

3Qs from news@Northeastern: Is Your Phone Safe from Hackers?  

A recent news report suggests that more than 900 million Android phones could be at risk for 
cyberattacks.  
  
Collin Mulliner, a mobile systems security expert and research scientist in the College of 
Computer and Information Science, recently discussed the major flaw in Android phones with 



National Public Radio. He offered up some tips for Android users who want to protect themselves 
against these potential cyberattacks with news@Northeastern.  Read the full story here.  
  
  
 

Meet Your Colleague: Mary Sherman, Digital Media 

An Artist Shares Her Gifts with Digital Designers 
  
For Mary Sherman, a good web designer is one who can also draw by hand. That is why in her 
role as faculty member in the Master of Professional Studies in Digital Media program, she 
makes sure all students leave her class with this core ability. Her students are often surprised to 
find themselves using construction paper, pencils, charcoal, ink, and magic markers for their 
class assignments, with only one assignment in Adobe PhotoShop. 
  
"Drawing is such a valuable skill," she 
says. "It's often quicker than using a 
computer, you don't 
have to print anything out, you can 
make integrations faster, and it is a 
good tool for thinking about what 
kinds of things make an image stay 
with the viewer longer. I tell my 
students, if you can draw something 
and scan it, you will have something 
nobody else has!"   
  
Mary has taught in her field through 
the last 15 years of digital change, 
first teaching undergraduates at 
Northeastern College of Arts, Media 
and Design, and now graduate 
students focused on professional 
degrees. The Visual Communication 
Foundation course she teaches is a 
prerequisite for students aiming to 
study film, design, or flash web 
design, because learning how images 
communicate to their viewers and 
how to compose images to best get 
one's ideas across are crucial for all 
the professions her students intend to 
pursue. She is surprised at how many 
of her students do not know how to draw, and enjoys the satisfaction they express when, a few 
weeks into class, they find out that they can. 
  
Most of Mary's students are interested in web and game design, with a few interested in product 
development.  
  
"I was artist-in-residence at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 2002 in the engineering 
program for a course called 'Paths to Peace,'" she says. "I helped students design a sculpture 
for peace using a water jet cutter. The project had many parallels with this class. We asked, 
'What would make a good sculpture and how do we do a drawing that can be translated into 
mechanical drawings?' This is a very similar process to website design."  
  



Connecting Creative People Around the Globe 
 
 In addition to teaching, Mary is also the founder and executive director of Transcultural 
Exchange, a nonprofit art organization that connects musicians, artists, designers, curators, 
architects, and filmmakers from around the globe to share their work, ideas, and challenges. She 
manages the website and poster designs using the same techniques she teaches in the 
classroom. She creates drawings and collages to express what she wants to see on the page, 
photographs and scans her work, then sends it to a web designer who creates the code to bring 
it to life on the web. 
  
As an artist herself, with regular shows around the country and the world, Mary brings a diverse 
professional background to the classroom. She was an art critic for 20 years, writing for the 
Chicago Sun-Times, The Boston Globe, the Boston Herald, and ARTnews, and finds this 
experience helpful in her students' weekly critiques of each other's work, where she encourages 
them to judge on what is given to them rather than on their taste. She also offers her students 
discounted tickets or the chance to volunteer at Transcultural Exchange's conferences, held 
every two years in Boston. 
  
"The students meet people at these forums who can be helpful as they develop their careers," 
she says. "Most designers and artists are freelancers and forge their own paths in life, so it's 
important that the students also understand the entrepreneurial path taken by most artists, 
including me!" 
  
Mary continues to explore the cutting edge between the digital and the real world through 
Transcultural Exchange, her own artwork, and talks. The presentation she gave at the "Sound, 
Images and Data" conference at New York University in July 2015 asked: "In our increasingly 
digitalized world, can we use technology to make our 3D world more interesting rather than 
flatten it to a two-dimensional space?" In conjunction with the conference, Mary's piece, "Eri, 
After Dark," will be included in an exhibition at the New York Metropolitan Opera House. Her 
most recent art project, "Delay," explores sound in art and will appear at OBORO, an exhibition 
and residency program in Montreal, in 2016 and can be viewed here. 
  
 

We Want to Hear from You!  

What information would you like to receive in the next or future issues of the Faculty Newsletter? 
We welcome all suggestions, and will do our best to incorporate your ideas into future 
communications. To submit a note, please send an email to cpsnews@neu.edu.  Deadline for 
submissions for the September issue is Tuesday, August 25 at noon.   
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