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 Loggerhead Marinelife Center (LMC), 
located in Juno Beach, FL, is a non-profit 
sea turtle hospital with focuses on ocean 
and sea turtle conservation. Through the 
different departments, their vision is “to 
be recognized locally and internationally as 
the leading authority in sea turtle 
education, research, and rehabilitation.” 
The location of LMC is one thing making 
this center necessarily important. Sea 
turtle nesting ranges from March 1st –
October 31st in this area and the 9.5 miles 
of beach the research team monitors is 
globally one of the most dense nesting 
beaches for loggerhead sea turtle. 

ACTIVITY OUTCOMES REFLECTIONINTRODUCTION

 I worked within the education department 
of the center, splitting my time as a summer 
camp counselor and a marine education 
intern. With the educational summer camp, 
I worked with children from the ages of 5 to 
17 and supervised the high school 
volunteers. As the marine education intern, 
I worked alongside the education team 
creating curriculums, guiding and 
developing public programs, and attending 
outreach events. Along with these 
everyday tasks I participated in sea turtle 
and hatchling releases, a nest excavation,
our wet lab opening, and helped lead a 
children’s fishing program. 

 Through my time spent at LMC, I helped 
develop public programs as well as create 
educational materials used by the center. 
One outcome I am especially proud of is 
my help in developing and running the 
first, of many, homeschool workshops. I 
assisted in the preliminary work, helped 
conduct the first workshop, and offered 
my feedback on the program after 
completion. The homeschool workshops 
are going to be continued at the center. 
Another workshop I assisted leading was 
the initial water quality training 
workshop. After our wet lab opening, I 
worked alongside my supervisor to teach 
volunteers how to obtain water quality 
information using the provided 
equipment. There were also physical 
outcomes of my co-op; I developed a one-
day curriculum for the summer camp, 
program and information cards, 
newsletter content, and a blog about our 
summer camp. Personally, I feel that 
working to educate the public about ocean 
and sea turtle conservation has much 
larger outcomes. Teaching people, adults 
and children, about what is happening to 
our oceans and how we are able to help is 
something that became a part of my 
everyday life. I felt that sharing my 
knowledge with others was the greatest 
outcome. 

 Overall, this co-op was one of my best 
experiences during my time at 
Northeastern University. Along with the 
once in a lifetime experiences, I gained 
knowledge that I would have never been 
able to get through classroom learning. 
Through our turtle yard tours, I learned 
each of our turtle patient’s story. This  
expanded my knowledge of turtle biology 
and conservation. With helping in our 
public programs and summer camp, I 
gained a wide variety of knowledge about 
everything from water quality to safe
fishing methods to Florida ecosystems. 
While doing all of this, I learned what it 
meant to be a marine educator. Working 
with the education team at Loggerhead 
Marinelife Center confirmed my desire to 
work in conservation and environmental 
education. Being able to spread my 
knowledge with others, kids and adults 
alike, I felt that I was making a difference. 
Each of those individuals learned 
something they may not have known. This 
then allows for small changes in their life 
aiding in making a difference for the 
environmental future of this planet. 
Without this experience, I would have 
never been able to gain the confidence in 
myself to use my knowledge and 
experiences to help others realize their 
own passion of marine conservation. 
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