
SHE SELLS SEA SHELLS: MY TIME AT TAYLOR SHELLFISH 

INTRODUCTION 
	  Taylor Shellfish is the 

largest shellfish farmer in 
North America. They farm a 
variety of animals, including: 
oysters, geoducks, clams, 
and mussels.	  	  
	  

OUTCOMES 

	  While working for Taylor 
Shellfish, I was able to complete 
aquaculture training, social science work, 
and ecology field work. I cultivated all of 
these experiences into one final project, 
which I am continuing to work on as my 
senior capstone project.  
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ACTIVITY 
	  For my time at Taylor Shellfish, I started as a farm intern. For 

three months I worked in departments ranging from the hatchery, to 
geoduck planting, to clam digging and oyster binning. After 3-4 days 
with a manager, I moved on to a different farm in order to gain an 
understanding of all the different beaches and animals farmed.  

 Once I completed these activities, I helped to develop and 
maintain Taylor Shellfish’s new microbiology department, using PCR 
techniques to check for the presence of bacteria in oyster guts.  

 For my final project at Taylor Shellfish, I conducted a survey and 
field research project for two months. In the Washington area, oyster 
farmers struggle with product loss caused by an invasive, carnivorous 
snail. My work helped to better understand how farmers deal with this 
issue, and how to effectively set traps to help with it.  

	  

REFLECTION 
	  This experience helped me to 

understand exactly how much I love science 
and being a scientist. Although my work as a 
farm intern was interesting and engaging, I 
realized that I would rather be providing 
scientific input in the process rather than part of 
the harvest process. I also was able to attend a 
few outreach and education events while 
working for Taylor Shellfish, and I am hoping to 
pursue positions focused on education more 
central to them moving forward.  
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