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San Diego Zoo Global
Pedernales, Dominican Republic

For 2 months, I worked as a field technician 
under postdoctoral researcher Dr. Stesha 
Pasachnik, who worked alongside the local 
Dominican conservation organization, Grupo 
Jaragua, to gain insight on the dispersal 
behaviors of  hatchlings of two species of rock 
iguana: Cyclura ricordii, and Cyclura cornuta. 

Data collected during this long-term study will 
help further understanding of the behavior and 
ecology of rock igaunas and lead to more 
efficient conservation strategies.  

Activity

My main duties as a field technician were to 
work alongside Dr. Pasachnik to monitor 
Cyclura cornuta nests, take measurements and 
DNA samples from adult and hatchling 
iguanas, and track hatchling dispersal using 
radio telemetry.

University of Montana: Avian Science 
Center Roundup, MT

During the summer, I worked as a field 
technician for a graduate student’s long-term 
study on the effects of rotational cattle grazing 
on local grassland songbird ecology. The study 
was in a small, rural town of central Montana 
where a large portion of the land is dedicated to 
ranching. 

The data gathered from this project will help 
inform conservationists of the status of 
grassland bird communities and to inform 
further management decisions.

Activity

My main duties as a field technician were to 
work with team members to conduct 
abundance surveys of grassland bird species, 
follow transects to locate nests of three focal 
species (Spizella breweri, Poocetes gramineus,
and Rynchophanes mccownii), and monitor the 
nest success of these species. 

Livingston Ripley Waterfowl Conservancy 
Litchfield, CT

From November to January, I worked at the 
Livingston Ripley Waterfowl Conservancy, a 
small, non-profit organization dedicated to the 
conservation of various waterfowl species 
through breeding and education programs. 

Activity

As an aviculture intern, my main duties involved 
caring for the birds, and maintaining enclosures, 
but I also did some work for the education 
department, including interacting with visitors 
and helping to create educational content for 
future programs LRWC holds with local schools. 

Reflection

Working three different positions gave me a unique opportunity to gain experience in a variety of 
disciplines. I was exposed to a vast array of field methods, worked abroad, and learned more 
about the process of conducting independent research and collecting raw data. I met some 
incredible and brilliant people along the way and by exchanging ideas and information with them, 
was able to expand my knowledge and cultivate my passion for wildlife biology. 

Fig. E: A juvenile iguana rests on a cayuco cactus. Despite being equipped with radios, tracking and finding these cryptic creatures 
was difficult among the undergrowth. 

Fig. F: Approximately 20 of these fences were built throughout the field sites around known nest locations to retain hatchlings once 
they emerged from their sub-tarranean nests.

Fig. G: Adult rhinoceros iguanas (Cyclura cornuta) can reach considerable sizes. 

Fig. H: Juveniles with radios were kept overnight to ensure the radio was properly attached and released the following morning. 

Fig. A: A golden eagle roosts on a fence post overlooking the 
prairie. These large birds are among the apex predators of this 
ecosystem.

Fig. B: A male McCown’s Longspur (Rynchophanes mccownii) 
perches on sagebrush, a bountiful shrub in Montana grasslands

Fig. C: Brood parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds (Moluthrus 
ater) is common in this ecosystem. The cowbird’s large, 
speckled brown egg contrasts with the small, blue eggs of the 
Brewer’s sparrow (Spizella breweri).

Fig. D: Young vesper sparrows (Poocetes gramineus) sit 
camouflaged in their nest. These are almost ready to fledge and 
leave the nest!

Fig. I: Upland geese (Chloephaga picta) and (Fig. J) king 
eiders (Somateria spectabilis) are only a couple of the 
species bred at LRWC. 

The aviaries at the conservancy are home to 
approximately 100 different species of birds including 
endangered and exotic ducks, geese, cranes, and bird of 
prey. 
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