
Introduction
Northeastern University opened the 

Marine Science Center in 1967 and the 

Outreach program has been with them 

from almost the very beginning. The 

program’s responsibilities started out 

internally focused, helping with public 

lectures, hosting a single summer camp 

program, and doing a few field trips to 

the MCS. Today, the Outreach program 

has grown tremendously. They 

coordinate many more on-site 

programs with over 3000 students 

visiting for field trips, about 2000 

students enjoying the traveling touch 

tanks, two summer camps, a public 

lecture series, a summer documentary 

film festival, and the annual open house 

which now hosts well over 500 guests 

in October. The Outreach program has 

also turned their eyes outward and now 

partner with Lynn Public Schools, 

Jonson Elementary School in Nahant, 

Girls Inc. of Lynn, and the Mass Bays 

Estuary Program.

Activity
This co-op was extremely variable in 

day-to-day responsibilities. As the 

outreach co-op, I was responsible for 

taking care of our two touch tanks, two 

aquaria, and mussel tank and 

communicating with and collecting 

paperwork from educators who were 

planning field trips to the MSC. I would 

assist with field programs onsite and 

even run a section of the field trips solo! 

I also was considered an assistant 

instructor for COSA (our summer 

camps). I helped set up lecture 

programs, did research for the High 

School Marine Science Symposium, 

helped with lesson planning, and 

helped to plan and coordinate 

volunteers at the annual open house. 

There was never a boring day!
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Outcomes
Some of my accomplishments on co-op 

were:

• By the end of the field season at the 

MSC, I was comfortable teaching 

students about Marine Biology and 

had led a few parts of the program by 

myself!

• I overcame by nervousness around 

live critters and was able to hold all 

of the sea critters with ease, blue 

lobster included!

• I analyzed all of the citizen science 

data collected from previous high 

school groups and developed a 

report of our data!

• I was able to participate in a 

professional development program 

on Prudence Island, RI in 

Narragansett Bay!

• I provided two high school students 

in our summer camp with a project 

they could use for their scientific 

posters and they executed it 

flawlessly!

• I learned how to lesson plan and 

work with public, private, Montessori, 

and home schooling educators!

• I participated in helping out with the 

following programs: MSC Annual 

Open House, Annual Burba Lecture, 

Summer Film Series, High School 

Marine Science Symposium, Public 

Lecture Series at the MSC, COSA, 

Nahant Bio Blitz and Boston Harbor 

Habitat Coalition meeting!

Reflection
I absolutely loved everything about 

this co-op! I learned many new 

skills: field work skills and 

techniques, teaching, volunteer 

coordinating, organization, 

communication, and basic office 

skills. This job was very dynamic 

and kept me on my toes the entire 

time. I got to meet and work with so 

many amazing, interesting people 

who inspire me every day. I came 

out of co-op with a large respect for 

all educators, formal or informal, 

and a renewed sense that science 

education is very important in 

raising a well-informed generation 

with respect for our Earth.

Outreach helped me to realize 

that I want to education in the 

future. Co-op also affirmed that 

switching my major to Marine 

Biology was the right choice for me. 

It also showed me that, when you 

truly love your job and the people 

you work with, you will never work 

a day in your life! 
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Image 1: Poster of hand made tropical critters 

made by Kindergarteners at the Johnson 

school in Nahant.

Image 2: An underwater 

mosaic created in 

partnership with the Beach 

Sisters and A Patch Works.

Image 3: Digesters at Deer 

Island Wastewater Treatment 

Plant on a field trip with 

Johnson School 6th graders.

Image 4: Local and non-local shells 

grouped for a program with the 

Johnson School 1st graders.

Images left: (top to 

bottom) 5. Picture 

of the former co-

op and I helping 

out COSA in 

Gloucester 

Harbor. 6. COSA 

students seining 

at Doggy Beach in 

Nahant.

Images right: 

(Clockwise from top 

left) 7. 8. 9. Hermit 

crab, Atlantic dog 

whelk, and smooth 

periwinkle for during 

the Nahant Bioblitz. 

10. Panorama of a 

salt marsh in Salem 

MA

Images on the top of the poster: (left to right) 12. a view 

from Pump house beach at the MSC. 13. A view from 

the rocky shore of Canoe Beach at the MSC. 

Image 11: a 

Shaggy Mouse 

Nudibranch 

caught on a 

dock in Beverly, 

MA, currently 

living in our 

touch tank. 


