
Introduction

Madagascar contains some of the richest

biodiversity on the planet and is home to a variety

of endemic species. Increased human

development in the country has led to higher rates

of deforestation in recent years, threatening the

wildlife on the island.

The Madagascar Biodiversity Partnership (MBP)

is a non-profit organization, dedicated to

conserving biodiversity in Madagascar through

scientific research and community involvement.

MBP's main goal is to conserve wildlife and their

habitats while ensuring humans benefit too, by

promoting sustainable practices and providing

education and employment for communities.

Activities
 Monitored the behavior and range patterns of

three different lemur species: Varecia variegata,

Eulemur rufifrons, and Eulemur rubriventer

Collected behavioral data of individuals using

ethogram and ad libidum techniques

Collected ranging data of individuals and groups

using GPS

Took tree and feeding ecology measurements and

observations

Worked as part of a team consisting of other

international volunteers as well as locally-hired

research technicians

Used radio telemetry techniques to locate

collared individuals

 Surveyed forest fragments for lemur populations

using transect methods

Outcomes

 The research of these lemurs is still in progress 

to further assess the impact forest fragmentation 

has on their range and behavior. 

 Over the last year, MBP's reforestation project 

grew and planted over 130,000 seedlings

Conservation Credit program provides an 

incentive for local residents to participate in the 

reforestation and conservation efforts

Seeds found in the feces of Varecia variegata 

germinate more quickly and efficiently. These 

seeds are collected by technicians and used in the 

reforestation effort.

 Over the last 12 years that MBP has been 

working in Kianjavato the populations of the local 

lemur species have increased. 

 Area residents are beginning to place a higher 

value on  the lemurs and a healthy forest, rather 

than seeing them as obstacles to development. 

Reflection

All of us living at KAFS must adjust to a certain 

lifestyle—no running water, sleeping in tents, 

very limited solar-electricity—conditions to 

which some of us are not well accustomed. It was 

daunting at first, but I adapted rather quickly. 

The constant flow of people arriving and 

departing from KAFS and the presence of 

numerous different projects provided constant 

stimulation and gave me the opportunity to 

interact with a wide variety of people with many 

different interests. Living in a country so rich in 

culture and biodiversity was an absolute privilege, 

and working in the forest every day, surrounded 

by some of the most endangered primates in the 

world was truly remarkable. I learned about field 

work, Malagasy culture, how to work in a team, 

and how to adapt, but most importantly, I learned 

that conservation and wildlife truly are my 

passions. 
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Figure 2. The Kianjavato-Ahmanson Field Station 

(KAFS), was my home for 6 months. The blue barrels 

collect rainwater for the reforestation team.
Photo: MBP Website

For further information
Please contact falkenberg.m@husky.neu.edu.  More 

information on this and related projects can be obtained 

at http://www.madagascarpartnership.org

Figure 3. The reforestation project aims to connect the forest 

fragments to provide more habitat for lemurs while providing 

job opportunities for local community members.
Photo: MBP Volunteer B. Vezina

Living with lemurs: 

6 months in the rainforests of Madagascar

Figure 5. The gregarious  red-fronted brown lemur 

(Eulemur rufifrons) is relatively common in the forest 

fragments surrounding Kianjavato.
Photo:MBP Research Collaborator S. Holmes 
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Figure 4. Red-bellied lemurs (Eulemur rubriventer) often 

cautiously descended from the canopy to observe us.
Photo: MBP Research Collaborator S. Holmes

Figure 1. The black-and-white ruffed lemur 

(Varecia variegata) is one of Madagascar's most 

endangered lemurs.
Photo: MBP Volunteer D. Johansson

Figure 6. University of Antananarivo graduate student, 

Malalatiana Rasoazanany, with her research subject, the 

elusive fossa (Cryptoprocta ferox). Photo: MBP Website


