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2021 Port of the Future Conference seeks proposals for interactive panel topics. 

Important Dates 
• September 15th, 2020: Panel submissions due 
• October 1st, 2020: Notification 

Overview 
The 2021 Port of the Future Conference seeks proposals for interactive panels. We will host panels 
on a variety of topics addressing emergent and future technology, current and projected research, 
policy and regulatory issues, workforce development, as well as present and developing threats and 
challenges. The panels will be organized in tracks aligned to maritime (seaport), air (international 
airports), land (land ports of entry), and cyber domains. 

Panels are intended to generate lively discussions incorporating differing points of view in the 
proposed subject areas. Panel sessions should not be structured as a series of individual, stand-
alone presentations, but rather should include different perspectives on thought-provoking topics that 
are presented in an engaging manner. Panels should not be used to present a commercial product, 
nor be limited to the views of one individual. Our intent is to involve and engage all panel participants 
and the audience.  

Past panel topics have included: Emerging Trends and Threats (airports, seaports, and land ports of 
entry), Block Chain Technology, Port Resilience, Unmanned Surveillance Systems; Modeling and 
Simulations, Cybersecurity, Intermodal Connectivity, Environmental Compliance, Liquefied Natural 
Gas, Port Infrastructure – Challenges and Opportunities, and Workforce Development. 

Format of Panels and Panel Proposals 
Panels will be composed of a moderator and four panelists. Panel sessions are expected to be 75 
minutes long and we encourage proposers to plan that your panelists’ presentations/introductory 
remarks take less than 55 minutes of that time. It is greatly preferable that the speakers each address 
a different aspect of the topic. Panelists should come from multiple organizations and a wide range of 
backgrounds, experience, and cultures to offer varied opinions/perspectives on the topic.  

Each panel will be facilitated by a moderator who is not one of the panelists.  The moderator will 
introduce the panel, serve as session chair, and, if a question is not forthcoming from the audience, 
initiate discussion with appropriate question(s). The panel organizer does not need to be the 
moderator; the organizer can be a member of the panel (or not). You need not need identify a 
moderator before submitting your proposal. The Port of the Future Conference leadership can help 
find a moderator if your panel is selected for the 2021 Port of the Future Conference. 
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Submission Details and Procedure 
Panel proposals should be submitted electronically and should include: 

• The title of the proposed panel session 
• A brief description of the panel’s focus and issues to be discussed (500 words or less). 
• The names, contact information, professional photo, and short (150 words or less) biographies 

for the moderator and each panelist. 

Panel submissions must be submitted via email to portofthefuture@uh.edu. The deadline for panel 
submissions is Tuesday, September 15th, 2020. The notifications will be sent to all by Thursday, 
October 1st, 2020. 

Contacts 
For more information, to inquire about a particular panel topic or to submit a proposal, please contact 
the 2021 Port of the Future Conference at portofthefuture@uh.edu. 
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